
 
PATHFINDER: EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ESSAYS, LETTERS, 

JOURNALS, AND SATIRE 
 
 
REFERENCE BOOKS   (Literary Criticism, Literary History, and/or 
Biographical Information) 
The Cambridge History of English Literature  Age of  Johnson Volume 10 
(R/820.9/C178) 
The Critical Temper: From Milton to Romantic Literature Volume 2  
(R/820.9/C934) Check under the name of the author 
Literature and Its Times: Prehistory-1790s (R/809.93358/L776)  UNDER: 
Gulliver’s Travels; “A Modest Proposal” 
Literature Criticism from 1400-1800 (R/809/L776)  Check Cumulative Indexes 
for your topic 
The Oxford Companion to English Literature (R/820.9/098)  UNDER: Name of 
author 
 
 
PERIODICAL INDEX 
Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature  UNDER: Name of author; Title of literary 
work 
 
FULL TEXT 
In MasterFILE Premier (some full text) UNDER: Name of author; Title of literary 
work; Eighteenth Century Literature 
 
In WilsonSelectPlus UNDER: Name of author; Title of literary work; Eighteenth 
Century Literature 
 
 
INTERNET RESOURCE 
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/18th/ 
  UNDER: Literature (and Electronic Texts) 
 
 
 
 

http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/%7Ejlynch/18th/
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/%7Ejlynch/18th/
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/%7Ejlynch/18th/


BOOKS 
Listed below are examples of books which you may find useful: 
 
Literary Criticism, Biography, and History 
Eighteenth Century Encounters: Studies  in  Literature  and  Society  in  the  Age  
of  Walpole (820.9005/R728ei) 
Eighteenth-Century English Literature Modern Essays in Criticism (820.8/C637) 
History of Literature Series: Eighteenth Century English Literature 
(820.9005/N935ei) 
Jonathan Swift (828.509/S977Yb) 
Life of  Samuel Johnson   (by  James Boswell) (Biography/Johnson, S.) 
The Mind and Art of Jonathan Swift (828.509/S977Yqu) 
Samuel Johnson (828.609/J69Yg) 
 
 
Works 
Addison 
The Norton Anthology of English Literature Vol. 1 (820.8/N882) 
Selections from the Tatler and the Spectator (824.008/S814se) 
 
Boswell 
Journals of James Boswell, 1762-1795 (Biography/Boswell, J) (Boswell is also 
known for his Life of  Samuel Johnson  Biography/Johnson, S) 
 
 
Chesterfield 
Letters (941.07092/C525le) 
 
Johnson, Samuel 
Essays From the Rambler, Adventurer, and Idler  (824.6/J69se) 
The Norton Anthology of English Literature Vol. 1  (820.8/N882)  Especially see 
Rambler, Idler 
Selected Writings (828.609/J69se) 
 
 
 
 
Steele 
The Norton Anthology of  English Literature Vol. 1 (820.8/N882) 
Selections From the Tatler and the Spectator (824.008/S814se) 
 
 



Swift 
Gulliver’s Travels (Classic/Swift, J) 
The Norton Anthology of English Literature Vol. 1 (820.8/N882) See “Abolishing 
of Christianity in England” 
The Writings of Jonathan Swift (828.509/S977wr) 
 
 
 
General Anthologies:  Enlightened England: An Anthology of Eighteenth 
Century Literature  (820.8005/S994en) 
St. Martin’s Anthologies of English Literature Vol. 3 The Restoration and 
Eighteenth Century (820.8/S146)   
 
 
GENERAL SEARCHING  
Search the Online Catalog UNDER: the title of the literary work, if you are 
interested in finding the work      
 
Search UNDER: the author of the literary work if you are interested in finding 
works by the author.  (If you type in the author's name when you search by 
subject, you may find biographies and literary criticism this way.) 
 
 
 
Note:  Sometimes, even if you do not find literary criticism that is just about the 
work you are interested in when you search in the online catalog, books about the 
author (especially books located in the 800 section) may have pages and/or 
chapters of literary criticism about the author’s work.  So, it is important to look in 
books about the author that are located in the 800 section as well as books that are 
just about the work, itself.  In addition, check books that include the work.  Some 
of these books may also include literary criticism or other useful information at the 
beginning or the end of the book. 
 
Browse the following areas: R/800-R/895 
 
Biographies that can be checked out of the library are usually in the biography 
section under the last name of the person that is the subject of the biography.  
However, some works of  literary criticism also provide biographical information 
and most of these works are in the 800 section. 
 
If a book you are interested in is checked out, one of the reference librarians 
can put it on hold for you. 



 
 
 
 
NOTE  
This pathfinder was prepared to assist you in locating materials.  If you have any 
questions or require assistance, please ask a Librarian on duty. 
 

Niles Public Library District 
6960 Oakton 

Niles, Illinois 60714 
(847) 663-1234 

 
Reference Services: (847) 663-6603 or (847) 663-6604 
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