
 

 
 

PATHFINDER: COMPOSERS 
 
 
ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
Encyclopedia of World Biography (R/920.02/E56)  UNDER: Name of specific composer 
World Book Encyclopedia (R/031/W927)  UNDER: Name of specific composer 
You may also want to check other encyclopedias in the R/031 area. 
 
REFERENCE BOOKS 
American Composers:  A Biographical Dictionary (R/780.922/E94am) 
Baker’s Biographical Dictionary of Musicians (R/780.922/B168) 
Contemporary Musicians (R/780.922/C761) 
Dictionary of American Biography  (R/920.073/D554)  UNDER: Name of  American 
Composer (no longer living)   You may want to check in the Comprehensive Index 
Complete Through Supplement Ten in the “Subjects of Biographies” index to see in 
which volume a biography is located. 
Great Composers 1300-1900 (R/780.922/G768ew and 780.922/G786ew) 
International Dictionary of Black Composers (R/780.922/I61) 
Lives and Works in the Arts (R/700.922/L785) 
New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians (R/780.3/N532) 
Norton/Grove Dictionary of Women Composers (R/780.922/N889) 
Women Composers (R/780.922/W872) 
 
 
 
PERIODICAL INDEX 
Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature UNDER:  Composers and Subdivisions; Women 
Composers.  Also, check under names of specific composers. 
 
FULL TEXT 
In Gale Virtual Reference Library UNDER: Names of specific Composers 
In MasterFILE Premier check (some full text) UNDER: Composers; Names of specific 
Composers 
In WilsonSelectPlus UNDER: Composers; Names of specific Composers 
 
INTERNET RESOURCES 
In http://www.ipl.org/ search UNDER: Composers; Names of Specific Composers 
 
 

http://www.ipl.org/


 
 
 
BOOKS 
Online Catalog  UNDER:  Composers; Name of  specific composer 
Browse the following areas:  700.9033; 700.922; R/780-R/789 and especially R/780.922; 
780-786  (You may want to check The Great Composers and The Great Composers II 
series, at 780.922/G786, to see if this series will be useful); Biography under name of the 
composer. 
 
 
 
NOTE 
This pathfinder was prepared to assist you in locating materials.  If you have any 
questions or require assistance, please ask a Librarian on duty. 
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