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We have our cassette tape recorder going, and we have our digital recorder going, and, between 
the two ofthem, we should have one good sound recording of this interview. This Veterans 
History Project Interview is being conducted on August the 15th, 2007, here at the Niles Public 
Library. My name is Neil O'Shea, and I 'm speaking with Mr. Irvin C. Blaszynski. Mr. Blaszynski 
was in born in Chicago, and he now lives here in the community ofNiles. And he has kindly 
consented to be interviewed for this project here at his local library. Mr. Blaszynski, may I refer 
to you-- may I address you as Irv? (Interviewer's questions are in italics) 

Yes. 

One Minute, 15 Seconds into interview - 1942, glasses and the U.S. Coast Guard 

Thank you. So if we can turn back the hands of time, as it were, go back now, when did you 
enter the military service? 

And did you enlist? Or were you drafted:? 

No. I enlisted in the Coast Guard. 

And why did you choose the Coast Guard? 

Well, I originally wanted to go into the Marines, but I wore glasses, and they wouldn't accept 
me. So they told me that the Coast Guard was waiving the glasses, so that's how 1 joined the 
Coast Guard. 

And had you worn glasses in school? 

Yes. 

Since you were young? 



Much younger. 

Yes. 

What high school did you attend, if may I ask? 

DePaul Academy. 

Oh, the Academy. 

Yes. 

Yes. Down there in Chicago on Sheffield and Belden. 

And Kenmore. 

Yes, the-so, were you living down in that North Lincoln Park neighborhood at that time? 

Not really. I lived at Ashland and North Avenue. That's where I was born and raised. 

Yes. Have any of your-- had anybody in your family served in the First World War? 

No, not that I know of. 

Yes. 

So, a lot of your-- a lot of your friends, did they also enlist, or? 

Oh, yes. There was quite a few. 

You didn't wait. You just enlisted, yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. Were you-- I think you mentioned that you were twenty years of age when you entered the 
Coast Guard? 

Yes 

3:30 - factory work and interest in service 

So you would have been out of high school for a couple of years then, is that right? 

Right. 



What were you doing after high school? 

I was working in a factory. And I wasn't very happy with it, and I was glad to leave. 

Did your-- did the people at home at, in your house, did they think it was a good idea you were 
enlisting in the Service? 

Oh, yes. Yes. 

And you weren't worried, or anything like that, or fearful? 

No. 

No ? 

I was worried that they wouldn't take me. 

You wanted to get in there. 

That's the attitude of the people at that time. 

350 - train ride to induction at Manhattan Beach 

And then where did you-- did you have to go to Fort Sheridan or where was the-- where were 
you inducted? 

No I went downtown to the train station, and they took me to Manhattan, Manhattan, New York. 
Well, they called it Manhattan Beach. That was a training station for the Coast Guard. That's 
where I started. 

The-so, was that the first time you had been outside the city of Chicago? 

I suppose so, yes. 

It must have been pretty exciting, taking a train-- 

Oh, yes. 

to New York. 

Yes, but do you know how long that train took? 

No. 

We sat like, oh, it was, well, it was a long ride, because all the freight trains and everything were 
priority to us so it took a while. 



So, in the Coast Guard, do you go through some kind of basic training? 

Oh, yes, basic, yes. 

And that was in New York, in Manhattan Beach, was that where the basic training was? 

Yes. I was so homesick, if you look at the date that I went in, I went in December 12, 1942. 

Oh. Yes. 

A week before Christmas. In fact, I met my friend in Manhattan Beach, and I was so happy to 
see him! And he says, "I'm shipping out today." The first day, so.. .. 

Was that a buddy from the old neighborhood or from school? 

He lives right here. Another one, there's two fellows that are, that were, in the Coast Guard that 
live here in Niles. 

5: 10 - Basic training in the U. S. Coast Guard 

So, basic training for the Coast Guard is that done on a ship or is it done on land? 

On land. Well, first of all, we went to the firing range and all of the-- right on the base. And then 
I was-- they put us in a private home in Sea Isle City, New Jersey. It's on the Atlantic Coast. And 
we were doing guard duty. We were doing guard duty for the, along the ocean, because they 
picked up some people from a German sub that were trying to get in our country at that time. So 
we had patrols day and night all along the Atlantic Coast. 

So the basic training lasted probably, was it six weeks, or eight weeks? 

Yes, six weeks, but it wasn't much of anything. You went for swimming classes for a couple of 
days but it wasn't-- 

So you probably could already swim? 

Yes. 

You weren ' t  afraid of the water? 

Yes. Yes. So-- 

Would the fact that you wore glasses, would that have kept you out of the Navy, too, or not, or 
could you-- 

Yes. The Navy also didn't want anybody but in time they all eased up, and they all accepted men 
with glasses - the Marines and everybody. 



7:46 - Coast Guard's manning of U.S. Navy Destroyer Escorts. 

So, after this period of basic training in, around Sea Isle, New Jersey, did you get assigned to a 
unit, or a ship, or--? 

No. I went to Sea Isle City, and, then from there, we went to Norfolk, Virginia to form crews for 
the destroyer escorts that we were going to man. See, we owned-- the Coast Guard didn't own 
any ships. Not that type of ship. The Navy owned them, and they-- we manned forty ships for the 
Navy. In other words, we, it was all Coast Guard personnel on the ship, see, and it was a Navy 
ship, but it was manned by a Coast Guard. 

I see. 

Officers, and everything. And then we went to a lot of training in Norfolk while we were waiting 
for our ship to be built. It was being built in Galveston, Texas. And then after our ship was ready, 
they formed a crew right there. They put us all in, and sent us to Galveston, and we boarded the 
ship. 

9:00 - Boarding the D.E. 384, U.S.S. Rhodes 

You boarded the ship in Galveston? 

Yes. And then we started our, what they call shakedown, that means that they put the ship 
through all kinds of maneuvers, and we went to Bermuda for that, then we started our, that 
booklet that tells you where we started. 

Yes. Mr. Blaszynski has kindly given us a copy of the History o f  the U.S.S. Rhodes. (The 10-page 
booklet is appended.) 

Yes, see-- 

Destroyer Escort 384, yes. 

See, this was our skipper, (Irv points to picture of Commander E.A. Coffin, Jr.) and then 
(Lieutenant A. C.Wagner) was the next skipper, and then this (Lieutenant - W. K. Earle was the 
last skipper.) 

So you were thefirst crew on this new ship? 

Yes. It was brand new. 

And did it have any things wrong with it, or was it okay from the beginning? 

Well, little knicks and knacks, but nothing major. 

So how big was the crew up on the-- 



I think we had a crew of something like 235 on there. 

So this ship carried guns and-- 

Oh, it was complete. 

We went out, what they call, for a shakedown, and we-- the shakedown was going through all the 
maneuvers of wartime, see. And after that, then we started escorting convoys across the ocean. 

When you were in Nofolk, were you in staying and mixing with Navy personnel? 

Oh, yes. 

How did they-- What did they think of you guys? Was there any friction between Coast Guard 
and Navy? No? 

No problem. 

Before you went down to Galveston to get on the new ship, did you get a chance to come home or 
anything like that? 

No, no. 

Straight out. 

The first time I came home, I can't even remember now. They worked it out between convoys 
that we could go home for thirty days. I don't even-I'm poor at records. When this guy gave me 
this, all these records, I couldn't believe it! 

Yes. 
12:OO - being a "jacket of dust" 

So did you have a duty on the ship, or a title, or? 

Well, I started as a first class seaman. And then I was a "jacket of dust." What a jacket of dust is, 
he took the food from the hold, and gave it to the kitchen-well, the galley. And every day 
they'd give you an order what they needed. And that was my job. 

Jacket of dust? 

Yes. Jacket of dust. 

Jacket of dust. The dust or something. That's an interesting term. 

But I never had a problem getting help, because everybody wanted to get down that hold to get 
some food! (laughter) 



When you joined the Coast Guard, did you think you would wind up serving like a Navy person 
out at sea with convoys, did you think that? 

Oh, yes. 

Oh, you knew that was coming. 

I was. That was what my idea was. 

Yes. You're-so, you join up in December of '42? 

Yes. 

And then when do you go out to sea then? 

It was launched in June of '43, and commissioned in the same city in October 20, so as the 
product of, product of, the Brown shipping company. 

Yes. So, you probably had like ten or eleven months to get ready? 

Oh, yes. 

Between the training and the work? 

Yes. It didn't go overnight. 

No, during, the ships, I'm trying to see if they put down when they made our first trip. 

14:OO - protecting convoys from submarines 

So, the first trip you were escorting ships? 

Yes. 

Supply ships? 

There's pictures of all those ships. There was airplanes on there, and everything, on those ships. 

And where were they all going? 

How many do you think there were on one of those convoys? 150 to 200 ships. 

Wow! 

And we were escorting them, and we were on the outside protecting them from submarines. 



And you were heading for, at that time, England? 

The first one was Casablanca, North Africa. 

Cool! 

Yes. And when we got there, there was six inches of diesel oil on it, because they just 
bombarded the Germans and chased them out of Casablanca. And there were sunken ships all 
over the place when we got in there. 

Did you have any shore leave when you were in Casablanca? 

Oh, yes. Yes. We went to shore. 

That must have been interesting. 

Yes. And how! It was a different kind of life. It was poverty -stricken 

15:OO - food on the ship 

But the food was pretty good on the ship? 

Oh, yes. 

You didn't lose any weight when you went in the Coast Guard, did you? Some guys-- 

They didn't have K-rations on our ship. 

You ate well. Yes. 

That was the best thing, I tell you. If it was up to me, if my children wanted to go in the Service, 
I'd tell them go in the Navy. It was so much better. 

Yes. The--so, on thatfirst, on that convoy to Casablanca, were there any-- did the Germans 
threaten you at all? 

No, not that one. But there was one when we went to the Mediterranean that we were attacked by 
German planes. But they knew that they were coming because we knew. The Intelligence told us. 

And where did you dock in the Mediterranean then? Did you have to-- 

We went in-- let me see here. You know, this is fifty years ago. After Casablanca , we passed 
through the Straits of Gibraltar and docked at Oran, then Algiers, and then Bizerte, Tunisia. 

Turning back the hands of time. 



We had four antisubmarine attacks on that tour. Yes. I mean, that when we were taking those 
ships across, we were more like a killer group. We just about wiped out the submarines, but there 
was four hundred that were built for submarine warfare. See, the destroyer escort was designed 
to fight the submarines. (Irv refers to chronology in the "unofficial exploits" section of the 
appended History of the U.S.S. Rhodes) 

Ah. And there were four hundred of those ships built? 

Yes, the Navy had the most of them, and we had forty of them. There weren't any more built 
after the war. 

Yes. 

It looks like you might have landed in Tunisia. 

This is Bizerte, and Tunisia, that's right down the coast. 

19:OO - interesting episode in Tunisia 

That must have been interesting, also, all of these places. 

Oh, yes. It was unreal. I'll tell you a story. We were going into town, and I don't remember, 
because we went to Africa a couple of times, so we wanted to go in town, so we went on the 
highway, and we were hitching a ride, and a big truck like an Army truck, with the personnel on 
there in the back, there were all these big men , they were black, ,they were from Africa, these 
guys were twice our size. And they were so gentle to us, So if you read all this here, you'll get a 
good idea. 

Yes, I think that will be very helpful if we add that chronology to the, to your remarks, yes. And 
then I see that you might have even gone up to Ireland, did you? 

Oh, yes. 

21:OO - the aircraft carrier and beautiful Northern Ireland 

Northern Ireland. 

Northern Ireland.. We went to Ireland while we escorted an aircraft carrier. Actually, we were 
going to Cardiff, Wales. 

Oh, yes. 

And right at the buoy, there was a submarine sitting there, and our orders were just to bring it to 
the buoy, and then go back to where we were coming from. And a torpedo hit it from that 
submarine, but 1 don't know what happened, because our orders were not to go back, 



A torpedo hit the aircraft carrier? 

Yes. 

Oh! 

And they said, "Don't worry. There was no damage," So, the aircraft carrier went into Wales. I'd 
have to read this whole thing to remind myself of all this. 

Oh, yes, you were up in Londonderry, yes. 

It was beautiful there. It was in the middle of winter, and you pull alongside, and I don't 
remember, but the whole side of the mountain was green, and the other side was snow. This 
booklet tells a lot of stories. 

Yes, it's jam-packed with details, and you were in all of these places. That's amazing. Did you 
ever get seasick? Did you have any trouble adjusting to-- 

A little queasy at times.. But there were some people that they had to take off the ship. That's 
how bad they were. As soon as they'd say lift the anchor, these guys would be sick as the dogs! 
They were fine when we were in port. 

And then i f  they, i f  you got the word that there was a German plane or something, did everybody 
have to get a gun or something? 

Everybody turns to the guns, like I was on the, let me see if I have a picture here, I was on the 
number two gun. 

The number two gun. 

That was-- I should give you a better picture of our ship. 

We'll have to get a picture of the boats 

This one here. 

This is transferring a doctor from one ship to another on a buoy. Did you ever see one of these 
buoys? 

Not like that. 

They string a line across it. 

Oh, right! Yes. Oh, right. 

This was at sea. 



Yes, it would be hard to transfer personnel at sea from one ship to another, right, so the easiest, 
yes. 

See, nobody labeled these pictures, and I have no idea. 

Yes. 

I have a nice picture of our ship. I'll give it to you. 

I'll make a copy of it. 

I didn't bring one with me, but when-- you say you're going to be gone for a week? 

Yes. 

In the meantime, I'll be working on it. 

Thank you. So did you-- it says the crew was granted liberty in Londonderry, Northern Ireland. 
Did you go ashore then and enjoy it? 

Oh, yes. We had the fish and chips. 

Yes. 

People were walking down the street eating fish and chips. 

Yes. 

It is just like a McDonald's here. 

Right. 

But everybody--their potatoes are great, you know! I don't know why they are so famous. 

I guess it must be the soil. "Lovely Derry on the Banks of the Foyle, " yes. And then you 
mentioned that, it's in here, it was a terrible-- full gale winds and tremendous seas. Were you 
frightened then? 

Oh, yes, because the swells of the ocean were going over the ship, and we were in the English 
Channel, and we didn't think we were going to get out of it. That's how bad it was. I'm surprised 
that the ships didn't break in half. That ocean was so bad. The waves were higher than the ship 
which was going wherever it wanted. 



Another time we were part of a priority convoy bringing 40,000 more American troop 
reinforcements to Europe probably at Cherbourg or Le Havre in France. 

One of the saddest trips was escorting a hospital ship back to the United States when all of the 
men on that ship were missing a limb. 

25:26 - heading for the Pacific 

So, then, as things were winding down in Europe, you head back toward the United States, right? 

Yes. 

We went-- we went to-- we went through the English Channel to go to the Pacific.. 

It says you were down in Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. 

Well, that was when we got the brand new ship and we were shakedown crews. In other words, 
we were testing the ship. when we first got the ship out of the shipyard. 

We went to Bermuda and Guantanamo Bay as a cruise, and we were doing all kinds of exercises. 

Yes. 

Then they had planes flying over and they had this sleeve.. Did you ever see one of those 
sleeves? And you were shooting at sleeves. 

Oh, pulls it through the air, yes. 

It was just exercise to get us used to firing those guns. 

Well, then, when you went to the Pacific, did you go back down there past Cuba to the Panama 
Canal, and then out into the Pacific Ocean to get to China? 

Well, first, we went to the Aleutians. We were in the Aleutians for a while, and we were doing 
what they call plane guard duty, because they were bombarding Japan, and those planes were 
knocked down, and our job was to get the pilots out of the water. This is when we were coming 
back here. 

Yes. 

March of '45, you were leaving Southampton, England? 

June '45. 

Yes. 



The war was almost over. 

28:OO - Aleutian Islands 

It seems like they're redeploying people from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

In this picture is when we were on the weather patrol that was up in the oceans, I've two. We 
were going to be fitted with larger guns in the Aleutian Islands but then the dropping of the 
bombs ended the war. And then, here, they don't tell this in there, but we anchored in 
Hinchinhook Isle in Alaska and that's when MacArthur flew from Washington to Tokyo to sign 
the papers for the signing of the Japanese surrender and, you know they had ships all along the 
way , if anything happened to his plane there was a ship there in the water. You realize how 
much that cost! 

All the way across, they had ships. 

And then the time they showed him getting walking in the water. You remember those pictures? 

"I've returned, " yes, yes. 

Yes, and then I talked to some people that were there, and they said he didn't have to get in the 
water. 

It seemed like he had an eye for a good photograph. Yes, he knew how well it would play. 

Yes, the camera. 
30:OO - back through the Panama Canal 

See, in 1946, we came back through the Panama and went to Charleston, South Carolina. That's 
when I got off the ship, because they were going to put it in mothballs. What they meant by 
mothballs, storing it.That was when we got to Charleston. That was the last of the ship. That was 
in '46. Like I say, you could make a big story out of this, just these ports that I'm telling you 
about. 

What did you say, from "Casablanca to China, right?" 

Right. 

Yes. You visited Okinawa? 

Yes. 

And Tsingtao? 
3 1 :53 - Tsingtao, China 

Tsingtao was China. 

Yes. That must have been an eye-opener, or-- 



Oh, yes. We went up the river. It doesn't say that in here, but we were going on liberty, when we 
got to China, The war was over, and we were an Army of Occupation. They were giving us a 
liberty to go up into Tsingtao. That was a big city. We had to take an LST down the river to 
Tsingtao, so, we had the cooks fix us sandwiches, and they put pounds of butter, just a hunk of 
butter on there! And, so, when we got on the train to go to, to get off the LST and got on the 
train, we were passing out the sandwiches among ourselves, and there was a lot of Chinese 
people on there too, on this train, and this one guy was looking at us, and he saw the butter. We 
didn't know how to talk to him, but we gave him some butter, and he started eating it. 

You should see the beautiful stuff we bought in China to take home! Everything was silk.. I 
bought a housecoat for my sister at the time, and I sent it to her. She couldn't wear it out. That 
was pure silk. 

34:OO - a rickshaw for 25 cents a day! 

Is that where you saw the rickshaw? 

Yes. 

And how much a day was it? How much was it to rent? 

25 cents a day, and he stayed there from morning 'ti1 night. If you went into your hotel, he sat 
there. 

Yes. 

But then the Army of Occupation came in there and they ruined everything! They started 
throwing money around like water. And everything was so expensive then. 

Yes. 

So, you must have all been really happy to learn that the war was coming to an end 
But you enlisted, so you had to serve a particular length of time. 

Well, I can't clearly remember but I was in for 3 '/2 years. 

Yes. The only thing I know is that when I was in China, my orders to be discharged came 
through, but they held us for ninety days. In other words, when your orders came through, they 
couldn't take everybody and send them home, because they needed somebody to run the ship! 

Yes. 

So, I was held back ninety days, and then when we were in China, my orders came through, and 
so did the ship's orders come through, that we were going to go home. So, the captain called me 
in, and said "I know we could put you ashore here, and you'd take your chances on how you're 
going to get home, because you could get on an aircraft, or you could get on a freighter, you 



don't know what!" I said, "No, I'll stay with the ship." And I stayed with the ship all the way 
until we got to South Carolina. 

You saw, for those, between those ages there, like twenty and twenty-three and a ha& you saw so 
much of the world and covered so many miles. 

Yes, we were in England. We went to London and everything. 

It must have been a wonderful experience. 

Yes, like one guy said to me, he says, "It was a wonderful experience, but I wouldn't do it 
again !" 

Is that right! 

Were there any very funny moments you remember, any memorable experiences that-- 

Well, there was a lot of funny things. 

Yes. Yes. Did you ever go back to any of those places that you visited? 

No. Not across the ocean, no. 

So you stayed with the USS Rhodes back to Charleston. 

Charleston. 

And then you 're mustered out there, or discharged. 

No, they put us on a train and took us to Detroit. 

Detroit. 

And that was our discharge point. And they gave us a fare to go home. In fact, I was, I don't 
know if I took it with me, I just saw it today, and I didn't even know I had it. It was a ticket to go 
from Detroit to Chicago on a train. I don't remember who met me at the train station. 

Your family must have been delighted. Did they meet you at the station, your family? 

That's what I say. I don't remember this. 

38:37 - adjusting to civilian life 

Did you have a hard time adjusting to-- adjusting to civilian life? 

Not really, no. I was an electrician for forty years. And I was just lucky to get started in that, and 
I went to apprentice school, and everything. 



So, you didn't have too hard, it wasn't that difSicult tofind employment then after the war. Was it 
a little hard to get a job? 

Well, they told me that I should go back to my old job. 

Right. 

And they gave me something like three or four weeks of vacation that I was entitled to, so I went 
there, and I got the four weeks. And then I quit. And my father was in the trucking business, and 
he gave me a job on one of the trucks, and I didn't like it. I said, "This is not for me!" So, then, I 
was in between going to school for, to be a salesman, because I went back to DePaul, and I 
wanted to know if I could continue my study. And they suggested I go into some company,, 
some company that has a sales program that trains you to be a salesman. And, so, my uncle was 
big in the meatpacking company, Wilson and Company. I don't know if you ever heard of them. 
Well they were a big meatpacking company, and they had a program going. So it was either me 
being an electrician, or a salesman for meatpacking, and I finally decided I wanted the 
electrician's job, so that's what I did. 

40:48 - discovering service buddies 

So, did you stay in contact with some of your friends from the Coast Guard, some of your 
buddies ? 

Oh, yes, we had twelve reunions, and, you know how I started - I met this fellow, Galassi. 

Now, Mr. Galassi, it turns out-- 

Yes? 

he lives in Niles. 

Yes. I went to church, at these men's meetings, and they were discussing reunions where there's 
tables. 

Surely. 

And I didn't know him. I didn't know Galassi . I knew this other fellow that was on another 
ship. His name was Ed Lesniak. But he's in a hospital. And he's in bad shape. And he's the guy I 
knew, and I said to him, I says, "Ed, what are you talking about the Sellstrom?" He says, "Well, 
Galassi was on the Sellstrom." I says, "That was our flagship!" We traveled in a group, and we 
were Division 23. I started talking to him. Today, I am one of his best buddies. 

Yes, small world! Yes. 



And that's how we got started. They helped me find people from my ship. They wrote to the 
Navy Archives. And they gave us a listing of all the guys on our ship, and we went through 
telephone books. 

Telephone books, looking for people with names, if you ran into a Sullivan, forget it, because 
you know how many Sullivans! But, anyway, I accumulated something like over a hundred 
people, and, I called people, and, I didn't know who I was going to get. And I called them, and 
I'd say, "Can I talk to so and so?" And I mentioned my name. "Oh, Irv!" 

They were so excited about it. You know what I mean! 

43:30 - organizing the reunions of the DE 384 Rhodes crew and participation in the VFW, American Legion, and 
NIDESA 

Yes. So, you organized these twelve reunions around the country. 

The first get-together was in St. Louis. We went there and we dedicated a model ship, not us, but 
this one ship took that on as a project, and they got high school kids from Arizona. Now, I don't 
know how this happened, but you should see the beautiful model they made. Oh, it was nine feet 
long! And they were going to put it-- they put it on this aircraft carrier that they turned into a 
museum in New York. And they left it there. And that was our first reunion, the first get- 
together. 

One of the memorable sailors was Quartermaster Boyle who came from an influential family in 
Philadelphia and had an encyclopedia in his head. He would listen to the stories at the reunion 
and then shake his head, saying, "No!" And people would laugh knowing he was right. Mr. 
Boyle also said that the detailed chronology in the History of the U.S.S. Rhodes DE 384 was 
incomplete. 

45:20 - DESA buys back a destroyer escort from the Greeks. 

You're also a member of the VFW here in Niles, right? 

The VFW, the American Legion, you name it, and then I belong to the Destroyer Escort 
Association, and then I belong to the Florida, see, there's-- Florida is national headquarters for 
Destroyer Escort Sailors Association. NIDESA is Northern Illinois DESA, so there are two 
different organizations. We are a charter chapter of the national headquarters, and we even 
brought back one of the ships from the Greeks. We gave away all those ships. We said we'd 
never have to use them again. So, this one was in Greece, and they towed it. They towed it back 
to this country. And I'll give you one of their newspapers, and show you what they're doing with 
they overhauled it. They got parts from all these companies free, and all they needed was people 
that would do it. And that's the big thing. It cost us a million dollars to tow that thing from 
Greece. 

And that's down in Florida now? 



No, it's in Buffalo, New York. 

It's a museum there now, and they get people going there every year, volunteering to work there 
for a week, three days to paint, and they're painting-- doing everything for the ship, see, because 
the government doesn't give us anything. 

46:50 - working as a radio striker with code 

How then do you think your service in the military affected your life or your outlook on life? 

I don't think it had any effect on me at all, not at all, because I didn't follow up anything from 
the service. Because I actually was in the radio room of our ship, and I was what they call a 
radioman striker. 

Was that what you did most of the time? 

Yes. 

So you weren't always the-- 

"Jacket of dust"- that was a very short time. 

Most of the time, you were a radio, a radio--? 

A radio striker in the radio room. 

Yes. I was a radioman striker. In other words, I had to do all the paperwork for them. And we 
even helped with decoding messages. They used to, there was nobody could send a message off 
their ship, nobody. It was what they called radio silence. And what they did is they had Radio 
New York and Radio San Francisco. And they were the ones that sent out the messages. And it 
was up to the ships to pick up these messages. What they were sending out, it was a lot of 
weather reports, and a lot of things, and, so, you had to copy all these messages, not the heading 
of the message. If it didn't pertain to you, you didn't type it out, so-- 

So, was there a codebook that you had to use-- 

Yes, it was a code. 

What kind of code was it? 

Oh, it was very complicated. 

Nobody -- even the Japanese couldn't figure it out. 

Yes. 

So you must have known about some things before everybody else on the ship did, right? 



Oh, yes. 

And it was funny, because the captain called me in one time. And he says, "Who are you?" And 
I says, "Why?" He says, "You're always being paged." And I says, "Well, I'm in the radio room 
and they always need me or something. 

So, did your time on duty, then, with diferent shifs in the radio room, like you might be on 
through the night, or-- When you -- Did you have certain shifts that you had to cover, certain 
time periods you had to be on duty in the radio room? 

It was four hours on and eight hours off, that was the schedule. 

So, sometimes, you'd be working at night? 

Yes. Oh, yes twenty-four hours a day. 

You couldn't even light a cigarette on the outside of the ship. 

Because the submarines could pick that up. 

Yes. 

So did they have beer on the ship? 

They did, but it wasn't available. Only in port. 

Did they show you movies on the ship? 

Oh, yes, but they didn't show them when we were at sea, because the ship moved so much.. 

Yes. 

And we didn't have any high class equipment for that. 

So, how did people relax? Did they play a lot of cards, or? 

Yes. 

Read, or? 

Dice. 

Dice. 

Everything. Gambling, you know. 



On your ship, did they do any of those, like when you're crossing the equator for the first time, or 
something? Did they play tricks on people? 

No. We never crossed the equator. We crossed the time zone, but not the equator. 

So, nobody played any tricks on people? 

Yes. Well, yes, I think we're probably coming to the end of the interview. Is there anything that 
you'd like to add that we haven't talked about, or that comes to mind? As I say, we can always 
add something to this, if you think there's something else important. 

Well, there's nothing important. But there's a lot of things that went on.. Like, I'll never forget 
this guy! He was a quartermaster, and he was a little guy, and he was so drunk, I brought him 
back on my shoulder. I mean, things like that would happen. 

Yes. But you seem to have-- you seem to be very happy to-- I take it, it was a happy experience? 

Yes. there was nothing bitter among the men. 

And it was a well run ship, and? Did you enjoy meeting all these different people from dzfferent 
parts of the country? 

Oh, yes. You wouldn't believe how successful some of these people are that were on our ship. 
They were ordinary sailors, and then, all of a sudden, they were very successful. One guy, he 
owned a printing company after he left the ship . 

Well, Mr. Blaszynski, thank you very much for coming in. 

I hope I helped you. 

You did. I didn't realize the Coast Guard actually stafed Navy ships. Because I have interviewed 
men who were on the destroyer escorts, but they were Navy guys. I didn 't know all that the Coast 
Guard did. I couldn 't figure that out. And you were in the Atlantic, and the Mediterranean, and 
the Pacific, and the Chinese sea. And that's unbelievable! You covered a lot of miles. 

54:OO - facing a typhoon 

Yes, you pulled into some of these places like Okinawa. That was a disaster because they had a 
big battle right in the bay and there were ships sunk all over. And then we ran into a typhoon. 

They gave us orders. "Everybody to leave the port," because it was safer for us to be out in the 
ocean than it was in the in the harbor. 

In fact, when we came back, when we came back from being out of the harbor and, after the sun 
passed by, we came back in. There was some of these big freighters like you see in pictures, they 
were all were turned over from the typhoon. 



Mr. Blaszynski, you said something, that when you were discharged, they gave you an interesting 
physical? What was that? 

50:20 - discharge physical 

I told you that they lined us up. We were all nude, and this doctor walks down the aisle. There 
was a line of men from here to the other wall, and the doctor would walk by as we were facing 
each other, all right, and the doctor would walk down the aisle, and he then would say, "Reverse. 
About face." And then he would come back out, and he'd say, "Okay, you guys are all all right. 
You can go home." 

So, that was an easy physical. 

56:29 - touching reunion at Okinawa 

Oh, yes. This is a real touching story. We pulled into Okinawa, see, and one of the fellows on our 
ship's brother was on Okinawa. And he asked the captain if he could go ashore and see if he 
could find his brother. He did. He brought him back to the ship. And, so, the captain says, "Well, 
what would you like to eat?" He says, "What do you mean?" He's been on K-rations for all these 
months. So, we had fresh eggs. We lived like kings compared to him. And we made him, I 
think, breakfast or something, with eggs, fresh eggs, and milk, and everything. And it was very 
touching to see this guy enjoy it. And then he had to go back. 

So he would have been a Navy man then? Or was he Navy or Army? 

No. he was in the Marines. Yes. That was all on Okinawa. 

Yes. 

You want this picture, right? 

Yes. I think I'll stop the tape recorder now and say thank you. And then I'll go upstairs, and I'll 
scan this, and I'll make some photocopies. 

Do you want this picture of the rickshaw? 

Oh, I want to scan that, yes, i f 1  nzay. So, I'll turn ofS the recording now. 

Yes. 

Thank you, sir. 



Reader's Note 

Please find appended a photocopy of the History of the U.S.S, Rhodes DE 384 with 
detailed chronology. 

Also helpful is the fold-out scan of a map of the Rhodes' voyages, provided by Mr. 
Blasczynski and picture of the Rhodes in the Aleutian Islands on 7/12/45. The map shows 
8 crossings and returns across the Atlantic. 

There is also a scan of a picture of the Tsingtao rickshaw, provided by Mr. Blaszynski. 

The last item is a copy of an article, entitled "China Station" and written by the last 
commander of the Rhodes, Lieutenant Commander Earle. His five-page article describes 
the ship's time in the Pacific andchina. 

Additional information about the destroyer escorts and the crucial contribution of that 
class of ships and their crews to the war effort can be found at http://www.desausa.org/, 
the website of the Destroyer Escort Sailors Association. 





USS Rhodes DIE384 
Ah-Aleution Islands 07i92M.5 

Named for Lt. Allison P. Rhodes who died in the Naval Battle of Guadacanal, the U.S.S Rhodes was commissioned in Houston, 
Texas on 10/25/1943. Mr. Blaszynski was an original crew member and served aboard until she was de-commissioned in March 
1946. The USS Rhodes sailed thousands of miles, from "Casablanca to China" as described by Mr. Blaszynski. This photo is 
taken from the web site, http://www.navsource.org/archives/06/images/384/0638406.jpg. 



Ship's patches courtesy of Mike Smolinski 
posted at http://www.navsource.org/archives/06/384.htm 

I"" 

Submitted by Rick Eckert http://www.usskretchmer.org/photos.html 



In Tingtsao a rickshaw fare was just 25 cents from 
morning until night. 

The USS Rhodes and Mr. Blaszynski visited the city 
on January 17,1946. 
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U.S.S. RHODES (DE/DER - 384) 

DE - escort ship 
DER - radar picket escort ship 

~ L I S O N  PHIDEL RHODES, born in Walhalla, South Carolina, 8 December 
1919, was appointed ensign, U.S. Naval Reserve, 2 June 1941 and after train- 
ing was ordered to USS ATLANTA (CL-51). Reporting for duty in that vessel 
on 10 January 1942, he served in her during the Rattle of the Midway, the 
landing on Guadalcanal, and the Rattle of the Eastern Solomons. Lietuenant 
(jg) Rhodes was killed in action as his ship fought her last battle, the Naval 
Battle of Guadalcanal. 13 November 1942. 

THE USS RHODES (DE-384), launched in Houston, Texas, 29 June 1943 
and commissioned in the same city 25 October 1943, is a product of the 
Brown Shipbuilding Company. After completing her post-commissioning fit- 
ting out period in Galveston, Texas, she pointed her how into wind and wave 
for her first sea voyage 13 November 1943, bound for Bermuda and a six 
weeks shakedown and training period. 

During this trip, while commanded by Lieut. Cmdr. (now Commander) E. A. 
Coffin, Jr., USCG, the RHODES first gained her reputation for having a "huilt 
in headwind:' for she battled semi-tropical gales and heavy seas throughout 
the journey. Despite a green and seasick crew, most of whom were going 
to sea for the first time, she weathered the continuous series of storms without 

bound for Norfolk. The trip was completed without incident, and she remained 
in Norfolk as a training ship for prospective destroyer escort crews until 13 
January 1944. 

On that date, she departed Hampton Roads as an escort for a large con- 
voy, bound for North African ports. Although the RHODES attacked four 
possible submarine sonar contacts during the voyage, no positive enemy 
activity was encountered, arising from a case of German measles which 
threatened to quarantine the crew in its first foreign port. However, the con- 
voy was transferred to a British escort at the Straits of Gibraltar, the dl seamen 
recovered, and the vessel's first European-African theatre liberty was granted 
in Casablanca, French Morocco. 

By 23 February 1944, the RHODES was back in the United States after 
excorting a convoy of vessels returning from the Mediterranean area. Following 
a Navy Yard availability in New York, N.Y., and a brief refresher training period 
off Montauk Point, Connecticut, she returned to Norfolk, departing as escort 
to another North African convoy 13 March 1944. 

During this voyage, the RHODES' "huilt in headwind" again showed itself 
as the convoy wallowed through the high seas into the teeth of a series of 
North Atlantic gales. 

While enroute to Gibraltar, the escort commander received orders to remain 
with this convoy, UGS-36, as far as Bizerte, mnisia, instead of transferring 
it ,to British.escorts at the entrance of the Mediterranean as had been the 
policy in the war thus far. Consequently, an 30 March 1944, the RHODES 
became part of the first United States ocean escort to enter the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

damage, mooring alongside the tender HAMUL on schedule. 4 EARLY ON THE MORNING of 1 April, 1944, while on station screening * 

By the time the shakedown training period was added to this initial taste 
the starboard how of the convoy, the RHODES intercepted a voice rado signal 

of the sea, the RHODES returned to the continental United States with a crew 
indicating that enemy planes were overhead. At the same time, armed guard 

still green but competent and rapidly gaining confidence. After a brief Navy 
crews in the convoy opened up with vigorous anti-aircraft fire. Immediately 

Yard availability and Christmas holiday in Charleston, South Carolina, she 
closing to her anti-aircraft screening station, the RHODES joined the battle, 

cruised to Norfolk, Virginia, for orders, then to New York City for her first 
and for the next twenty minutes helped engage approximately 18 JU-88 and 

duty assignment. 
DO-217 planes. Twice her mast was nearly destroyed by low-diving German 

THAT DUTY BEGAN New Year's Day, 1944, when the RHODES rounded 
Sandy Hook as an escort for the New York section of a North African convoy, 

attackers, but each time her stubborn fire turned the enemy away. 



When finally the planes departed, they left one of their number as a tribute 
to the marksmanship of the destroyer escort USS RAMSDEN while one 
merchant vessel was foundering badly, a gaping torpedo hole in her how. 
However, a boarding party from the USS MILLS (DE-383) extinguished the 
fires aboard the stricken ship, and the vital cargo was saved. On 3 April 1944, 
the RHODES anchored in Bizerte, Tunisia. 

After leaving Bizerte 11 April 1944, the RHODES arrived in New York with 
another convoy returned from North Africa. She spent the period from 3 May 
until 14 May 1944 in the Navy Yard, New York, and.from 14 May until 18 
May underwent a training period at Casco Bay, Portland, Maine. Between 
21 May and 11 July 1944, she again proceeded to and returned from North 
Africa with merchant convoys. 

Upbn her return from this duty, the RHODES was assigned availability in 
Boston, Mass., and a two-week refresher training period at Casco Ray after 
which she joined a task group escorting convoys from the United States to 
the United Kingdom. She continued this North Atlantic escort duty from 11 
August 1944 until 4 May 1945, seeing service in the Irish Sea and English 
Channel areas during the height of the submarine threat to these vital ship- 
ping lanes. 

While engaged in this duty, the RHODES, on 9 April 1945, rescued six 
(6) survivors from the SS SAINT MIHIEL and SS NASHBULK, tankers which 
collided while in United Kingdom bound convoy. For his performance of duty 
that night, Lieutenant A. C. Wagner, USGC, the commanding officer who had 
relieved Commander Coffin, 29 December 1944, received a letter of com- 
mendation from the Commander Destroyers, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 

WITH THE ARRIVAL of V-E Day, the RHODES received orders to join the 
Pacific Fleet, and after a twelve-day refresher training period in the Carribean 
Sea, she passed through the Panama Canal into the Pacific on 18 June 1945. 
From the Canal Zone, she made her way to San ~rancisco and then to Adak, 
Aleutian Islands, arriving at that northern base on 8 July 1945. Since that 
date, she has served under the Commander Alaskan Sea Frontier as an escort 
and air-sea rescue vessel, occasionally being assigned to duty under Com- 
mander North Pacific Forces and Commander Task Force 92. Between 15 
July 1945 and 21 July 1945 she served under this latter command; escorting 

the service group of Bsk  Force 92 during one of its strikes at shipping in 
the Sea of Okhotsk and bombardment of the Kurile Islands. 

On 20 August 1945, Lieutenant A. C. Wagner, USCG, was relieved of com- 
mand by Lieut. Comdr. W. K. Earle, USCG, and the RHODES since that time 
has been assigned to Commander Fleet Air Wing Four for duty as guard 
and rescue ship. 

Then resuming operations for the Alaskan Sea Frontier, she remained in 
1 the Aleutians until mid-November, when she sailed for Okinawa. Arriving at 

' 
Buckner Bay 25 November, she joined the 7th fleet and in December got 
under&ay for Tsingtao, China, where she supported the occupation troops 
until 11 February 1946. She then sailed for the east coast of the United States. 

RHODES RETRANSITED the Panama Canal 19 March and arrived at 
Charleston, South Carolina, to begin inactivation on the 25th. Assigned to 
the Florida Group, Atlantic Reserve Fleet, she moved south in April and de- 
commissioned on 13 June 1946. 

RHODES remained berthed at Mayport, Florida, until 24 July 1954, when 
she got underway for Norfolk to begin conversion to a radar picket escort 
ship. Reclassified DER-384 on 1 December 1954, she recommissioned 1 
August 1955 and on 12 September reported for duty in the Atlantic Fleet. 

Assigned to CortRon 18, RHODES conducted exercises in the Caribbean 
until late November, then returned to Norfolk where she remained into the 
new year, 1956. Then sailing north, she arrived at Newport, Rhode Island, 
her home port, 10 January and commenced 8 years of service on the Atlantic 

\ Barrier Patrol, the seaward extension of the DEW (Distant Early Warning) 

I Line. During that period she served on various stations from Argentina. New- 
foundland, to the Azores, interspersing such duty with exercises and opera- 
tions in the Caribbean, including, in October-November 1962, participation 
in the Cuban Quarantine. In 1963 RHODES was again ordered inactivated 
and in April she steamed to Philadelphia to begin preparations. Decom- 
missioned 10 July 1963, she remained at Philadelphia into 1974, berthed 
there as a unit of the Atlantic Reserve Fleet. 

RHODES earned one battle star during World War 11. 

USS RHODES (DE-384) was sold to the Union Minerals company in April 
1975 for scrap. 



Unofficial exploits of U.S.S. RHODES (DE-384) 
nicknamed "RAMBLIN RHODES." 

b 

1 January 1944 - Escorted New York Section, North African Convoy from 
New York to Norfolk. (What a way to spend New Year's) 

2-13 January 1944 - Served as training ship for prospective destroyer escort 
crews. 

13-31 January 1944 - Acted as escort for North African convoy. Four anti-sub- 
marine attacks made during operations. Stanley Johnson 
ostracized by all hands upon contacting German measles. 

1 February 1944 - Accompanied killer group in anti-submarine sweep 
Gibraltar to Casablanca. 

1-3 February 1944 - Granted liberty Casablanca, French Morocco, North Africa. 
4-23 February 1944 - Acted as escort convoy of merchant ships returned from 

North African ports to the United States. 
5-10 March 1944 - In training at Montauk Point. 

13 March 1944 - Departed Norfolk, Virginia, as escort for convoy to North 
African ports. 

23 March 1944 - With convoy at sea battling gale force winds and high seas. 
24-26 March 1944 - Continue to battle high seas. 

30 March 1944 - Entered Mediterranean with convoy. 
1 April 1944 - Convoy under attack by approximately eighteen enemy 

planes. One merchant ship carrying vital war materials 
struck by aerial torpedo. Fire extinguished by boarding 
party from destroyer escort USS MILLS and towed by that 
vessel to the port of Oran. Ship and cargo arrived safe. 
Destroyer escort vessel USS RAMSDEN credited with de- 
struction of one enemy plane. 

k 

3 April 1944 - Crew granted liherty Bizerte, Tbnisia, North Africa. 
11 April 1944 - Departed North Africa as escort to merchant vessels re- 

turning to United States ports. a 

23 April 1944 - At sea battling North Atlantic Gale and high seas. 
24-29 April 1944 - At sea continuing to battle high seas and wind. 

2 May 1944 - Anchored in outer New York harbor, awaiting orders. Ex- 
ecutive Officer Lieut. A. C. Wagner madly pacing deck. 
Requested by blinker information as to whether he was 
new father. Return message: Affirmative. 

3 May 1944 - Crew granted much deserved liberty at New York. 
14 May 1944 - Underway from New York harbor to Casco Bay, Portland, 

Maine, for training. 
18 May 1944 - Departed Portland, Maine for Norfolk, Virginia. 

21 May 1944 - 

12 June 1944 - 
20 June 1944 - 

11 July 1944 - 
24 July 1944 - 

7 August 1944 - 
11 August 1944 - 

23 August 1944 - 
27 August 1944 - 

5 September 1944 - 
22 September 1944 - 
26 September 1944 - 
29 September 1944 - 

9 October 1944 - 
17 October 1944 - 
18 October 1944 - 

19-20 October 1944 - 

26 October 1944 - 
28 October 1944 - 

29 October 1944 - 

15 November 1944 - 
26 November 1944 - 
3 December 1944 - 

16 December 1944 - 
29 December 1944 - 

3 January 1945 - 
15 January 1945 - 
18 January 1945 - 

2 February 1945 - 

Departed Norfolk, Virginia, as escort vessel for North 
African convoy. 
Arrived Bizerte, 'hnisia, North Africa. Crew granted liberty. 
Departed Bizerte as escort vessel for merchant ships 
returning to United States. 
Arrived South Harbor, Boston. Crew granted liberty. 
Departed for Casco Bay, Portland, Maine, for training. 
Departed Casco Bay for New York, N.Y. 
Departed New York as escort vessel for convoy bound for 
United Kingdom. 
Arrived Londonderry, North Ireland. Crew granted liberty. 
Departed as escort vessel to merchant ships returning 
to United States. 
Arrived New York, N.Y. Crew granted liberty. 
Departed for Montauk Point for training. 
Returned to New York. 
Departed New York as escort vessel for convoy bound for 
United Kingdom. 
Arrived Portsmouth, England. Crew granted liberty. 
Sailed for United States as escort vessel to merchant ships. 
Proceeding down English Channel. This vessel in com- 
pany with USS RAMSDEN (DE-382) being lashed by 
North Atlantic hurricane. Winds exceeding seventy knots. 
Seas exceeding ninety feet. 
At sea, this vessel still being lashed with full gale winds 
and tremendous seas, 
Moderate gales continue. 
Wind increased to whole gale force. Seas continue to lash 
convoy. 
Arrived New York harbor. Considerable loss and damage 
to ship's equipment sustained during crossing. 
Departed as escort for convoy to European ports. 
Arrived Plymouth, England. 
Departed as escort of merchant ships to United States. 
Arrived New York, N.Y. 

Lieut. A. C. Wagner, USCG, relieved Lieut. Cmdr. E. A. 
Coffin, Jr., of command. 
Departed as escort for convoy to European ports. 
Arrived in Liverpool, England. 
Departed as escort for convoy to United States. 

Ar~,ived New York, N.Y. 



13 February 1945 - Departed for Casco Bay, Maine, for refresher training. 
15 February 1945 - Arrived Casco Bay, Maine. 
18 February 1945 - Departed for Boston, arriving early afternoon. 

19 February 1945 - Departed as escort for convoy to European ports. 
2 March 1945 - Arrived Southampton, England. 
5 March 1945 - Departed as English Channel escort. 
8 March 1945 - Returned Southampton, England. 

10 March 1945 - Departed as escort for convoy to United States. 
21 March 1945 - Arrived New York, N.Y. 

1 April 1945 - Departed for Montauk for refresher training. 
2 April 1945 - Arrived Montauk. 
6 April 1945 - Departed for New York. 
8 April 1945 - Departed as escort for convoy to European ports. 

9-10 April 1945 - Assisted in rescue operations as a result of collision be- 
tween SS SAINT MIHIEL and SS NASHBULK. 

19 April 1945 - Arrived Cardiff, Wales. 
23 April 1945 - Departed as escort for convoy to United States. 

4 May 1945 - Arrived New York for availability. 
30 May 1945 - Departed for Culebra, Virgin Islands, with Escort Division 

23. 
3 June 1945 - Arrived Culebra, commenced shore bombardment 

exercises. 
4 June 1945 - Departed for Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
5 June 1945 - Arrived Guantanamo Bay for refresher training. , 

15 June 1945 - Departed for Canal Zone. 

17 June 1945 - Arrived Coco Solo. Reported to CincPac for duty. 
18 June 1945 - Passed through Panama Canal enroute to San Francisco. 
27 June 1945 - Arrived San Francisco, California. 
30 June 1945 - Departed for Adak, Aleutian Islands. a 

8 July 1945 - Arrived Adak. Reported to ComAlSeaFran for duty. 
10 July 1945 - Departed as escort of tanker for Attu. 
12 July 1945 - Arrived Attu. 
15 July 1945 - Departed as escort of USS SALINAS (AO-19) in company 

with USS RICHEY to rendezGous with Task Force 92 off 
Kuriles. 

18 July 1945 - Rendezvoued with Task Force 92. When fueling opera- 
tions were completed, RHODES, SALINAS and RICHEY 
returned to Attu. 

21 July 1945 - Arrived Attu. 

5 August 1945 - Departed as escort of USAT CHIRIKOF proceeding to 
Dutch Harbor. 

9 August 1945 - Arrived Dutch Harbor for availability. 
20 August 1945 - Lieut. A. C. Wagner, USCG, relieved of command by Lieut. 

Cmdr. W. K. Earle, USCG. 

22 August 1945 - Departed for Attu. 
24 August 1945 - Arrived Attu 

29 August 1945 - Departed on plane guard duty. 
5 September 1945 - Arrived Attu - Weather Patrol. 

23 September 1945 - Departed Attu 

24 September 1945 - Arrived Adak. 

18 October 1945 - Departed Adak. 
24 October 1945 - Anchored of Hinchinhook Isle, Port Eiehes, Alaska 
25 October 1945 - Departed Hinchinhook. 

2 November 1945 - Arrived Kodiak, Alaska. 
8 November 1945 - Departed Kodiak, Alaska. 

11 November 1945 - Arrived Adak. 
14 November 1945 - Departed Adak. 
25 November 1945 - Arrived Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 
11 December 1945 - Departed Okinawa. 

14 December 1945 - Arrived Taku, China. 

3 January 1946 - Departed Taku. 

4 January 1946 - Arrived Tsingtao, China. 
5 January 1946 - Departed Tsingtao. 
6 January 1946 - Arrived Taku, China. 

16 January 1946 - Departed Taku. 
17 January 1946 - Arrived Tsingtao, China. 

19 January 1946 - Departed Tsingtao. 
22 January 1946 - Arrived Taku, China. 
29 January 1946 - Departed Taku. 
29 January 1946 - Arrived Tsingtao, China. 

11 February 1946 - Departed Tsingtao. 
23 February 1946 - Arrived Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii. 

5 March 1946 - Departed Pearl Harbor. 
17 March 1946 - Arrived Panama Canal. 
21 March 1946 - Departed Panama City. 

25 March 1946 - Arrived Charleston, South Carolina 

1 April 1946 - Departed Charleston. 
15 April 1946 - Arrived Green Cove Springs, Florida. 

13 June 1946 - Decommissioned. Mayport, Florida. 



ALUMNI ASSOCIAT[OK EULLETIN 

CHXKA STATION 
lly 1,IEUTENANT C0hTBIASI)ER W, !<. F;.4KZaR ( '-411 ), ComCnrtDiv 42 

'"run1 Aztec Shol-es to =\retic: Zones 

To Rurol~e ancl Far Xast . . . . . " 
I nlwaj-s thougl~t that the " . . . . . Fnr East" l ~ a ~ ~ t  of our song 

rvns stretching things a, bit. I:ut a fen- n.ee1.c~ ago, anclrorcd in tile 
Gulf of Pohai, North China, were the USS ITi$.l<EFIELD (AP-211, 
USS CEPI-TENS ( AKA-lP),  LSS CESTALKLS (AKA-IT), USS 
RI'IODES (DE-3841, USS SAVAGE (DE-%6), PIS3 RXCIIEY 
(DE-3%7), and USS NILES (DE-?83)-all Coast Guard manned. 
Tlrc 1\'AI<FFlELD was in to pick u : ~  n load of Marine separntees 
from the Marine Corps divisiorls in the North China Theatre. The 
AKA'S were supplying the 1:. S. N a n ?  activities in North China. 
The DE's were doing odd jdrs ancl i:!nkinz escolnt ~ ~ u n s  tlirougl~ the 
n~ii-le aweas, T l ~ e  Corisl Guarrt d~ieirl is I~ecaming a fnir l~:  common 
sight in Shanghai, Tsingkao, Tientsin, and other CII ina parf:s, 

The Destroyer Escorts nanied al)ore are units of Escort Divi- 
sion 42 (formerly 23). This division, which also inclrtcles the USS 
1:ARESDKN (DE-332) and the USS SELLSTROhl (DE-25f), came 
clown f ron-I the Aleutians last fall via Oliinn~v,?: ancl rc-jmted to Com- 
rnanciel- Seventh Fleet (China Seas Area) for duty on 1 Decet~iber, 
19515. Aftel* a short ~vai1al)ility in Oli ina~~n,  the division was split 
ul) into two sections and snilccl to  C11in;t; one section joiiling Tasli: 
G ~ o u l )  78.15 in Tsingho, the at he^. j n i n i n ~  Task Group 78.19 i n  
Talcu. ~ h e s e  task groups Itere eng:iged c l ~  ief!y in carrying ou t  or 
su~~post  ing large scale repa k-intion-clea~~ing Jal~nnese soldiers ant1 
civil inns out of China nnd KOI-en, and repatrin ting clisp!aced Chinese 
ancl ICo tneans. Thc nct~inl translzortation was done chiefly b y  EST's, 
of which over 100 were assigned, nnrI so the Coast Gua~cl-manned 
DESs were used for odd jol~s and liaison ~ v o r k  betn7een the various 
ports. The SELLSTI1OM actecl as a ~.;ol>iIe Issuing Unit for a few 
weeks, issuing registered pul~lications to h'avnl activities in Shnn- 
ghai, Tsingtao, Talcu, rind Jinsin. The '21-TODES and MILLS made 
weekljr runs between Taku and Tsingtno carrying I)nssengers, mail, 
and light freight. All s l ~ i p s  made occnsional escort runs with 
"magic cai-pet" ships and transports, conducting them throng11 the 
areas of possible drifting mines. 0 thct. orlrl j 011s incl trded ro~rnding 
~ I I I  of sn~nll craft  that broke away ciu~.iilg s'lol-tns, going out 011 

occasional distress calls, s ink iu~  clerelic ts, etc. 
In cn~rying out tI~csc dotics, all of t!!e ships had a few nlinoi' 

attveutui.es nnrl sz~w n goor1 tlenl o f  Chinn, :I l o t ~ ~ l  o,f seven cli-ifting 
mines Lve1.e sighted nnrl sunlr. 1 1 ~  dlips of the  Division. The SAV- 
AGE, one day after 21 stom, fmntl n derelict Chinese jrmli, clesct-ietl 
esccllt f01- otle dead Chinaman lasl~ecl t n  the innst. The hotly was 
I,ui,icd xt sca nnd the riel-eliet 1)!* g1rnfi1.e. The 1,tTCIIElt' ivas 
s m ~ t  out  r lul- ing :. nsevel-c stor~y! f'l-nn~ Taku I n  tnecoc*er a- Chinese 
b~ ~.g!-e tR21t hnrl gone ridrif t. -4 Ttcr ~ e \ ~ e ~ - a l  hr>ulas of sear-ching, tlhe 
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I,;~rge \\.as linally located, ancl foi~ncl to be loaclecl with about 1.7 
il;~lf-l't~ozen Chinese. Tl1.e I:ICIIICY toolc tlle Chinese al~oarcl and 
~~ , ; \ . ed  the I.)arge to safety. 

The  I:IIOL>Z:S and the 1:XA~ISDEN 1vei.e called out of Tsingtao 
I l!r  a clistress case one sto~.r;~;- night, \.v!lich ended 1-ather liumor- 
~I.I:;~:J: The local Chinese ilaval aut1101-ities heard a \veal< distress 
,.:!I1 t'vonl one of t!leiie little 1%-foot gunbcrats, the I-IAINING, en 
i.c~ute .t'180:n Shanghai to Tsingtao. This was immecliately communi- 
catecl to ,  the  U .  S. Na,v.y.-a.ntl in a short time the  USS COLUMEUS 
(::)\-7~1) and USS HART (DD-XU), plus the RI-IODES ancl t h e  
i:.\RISDE,X, were beating their way out of the harbor to search for  
l!le g~inl;cat. se:11*ch was cal.riecl out all t ha t  night under 1-ouglz 
::.eather condil;lo:~s. Finallj-  to^-aid nio13ning the  ELAMSDEN made 
:xtlai. contact on a s!:lall vessel, closecl, and found i t  to be, f rom 
all al,pear-ances, a Chinese gunboat in no apparent trouble, headed 
l o r  Tsingtao. The RAJISDEX tvied to cominunicate with flashing 
light, I ~ u t  received no response. Then she tried bull horn, but still 
00 answer. The HART, \\!I10 had a Chinese interpreter aboard, 
c;1!11e u p  ancl tried hel* 1,ull 11oi.n in Chinese. E u t  t l ~ e  gunboat dis- 
tlained to answer, and me~*ely co~ltinuecl on lzer way. B'Iean~vhile, 
ronsidei.able tiine llacl elapsecl, and the radio reports ancl situation 
in genelaal were becoming very confusecl. Finally, in response to  
<al'ious con~binations of international code flags, the  vessel labor- 
iously spelled out her  name--and it wasn't the  HAINING. I t  was  
;~~ lo thev  Chinese gun1,oat tha t  llarl not been reported a s  being in the  

'lilt or area. So the  seal-cll continued. A t  about noon tha t  day  the  sealmcli 
\\.;IS cancelled and the  foul* ships were ordered back t o  port. Tlie 

. . I . ;  alld 
IIAINING had arrived- in Tsingtao safe and souncl. The story we iilese 

ST'S, got later was that  one of her. 1-aclion~en had become frightened dur- 

~ i ; i i~ned ilia the  rough weather ancl hacl sent an  SOS on his own initiative, 

. :!!.ioiis \\.itllout telling anyone a l~ou t  it. 

I few The anchol-age in the Gulf of Pohai, otF the  mouth of the  Hai  
:l1;111- ! lo ttivei-, is a very lonely 1;lace. Only the  LST's and shallow d ra f t  
;;lade \,essels a re  able to cross the  h a i  and tie up  a t  Taltu. Tlle others  
l-ilail, :,enlain a t  anchor in a g1.oup ahout 15 xi!es off slzore. The  surround- 
\\. i  tl: i11.y land is so locv tha t  it cannot be seen from the  anchorage. Ob- 

.!I; t,he (air!inz anr.!loi* heal.ino,s is quite a prol)lem. We finally cut  in t he  
:!!;iil~oxiin:~lc: 1oc:~tion I,'; tile il~:cl!ol.nge 1):; a celestial fix. 

Xl~oul. e\,e!,y tl? i!-cl r ! ; l ?  s:la(j!l;~ ~ni):~tll weste~*ly winds spl-ing nl, 
:;~icldenly and son?eti~ucs !:I;:: havoc wit11 the small boats and landing 

I :I;  ino~. r ixft  t!l:~t o1:e:'ate a~sotind tlie z~nc!lo~-:lge. The  wind velocity fre-  
:'I itla iluently i.caclles 50 Iinots, ancl t!le sllol-t, fast conlbers t ha t  build 

!I!;  linoclc I : ~ n i s  !oose IYo:;l ~:ioo!.itl;:~ and cause the  LST's and barges 
10 tlixg anchol.. '.Yl?cse \vi!:ds nl 'o liittei cold ancl filled with dus t  
1'1-1,111 tllc Ilat ::lni!!s of Soi~t!l. Chir!:\, and  so i~e t imes  1)low ice f r o n ~  
!Ilc 11lorltl1 o € l.!>c ~,i\-c!. c~ut  nr*oun:l the :ln!:l~oi.a~e. 



ivhere 1il)et.t~. [~;t!.ties are Ic~uded. The city is in plain view and the 
l~thcling g~-out~cl lilirly gnvd. The ; l n c h o l . ~ ~ e  is sheltered from t1lF! 
no]-tll tvesl. 1,). 11 i!:li lantl, nntl sll ips are not ttnotrl,Ied by dragging, 
They are, I~a\vever, t~nul~ lcc l  by swalrrns of bum boats that c r o ~ ~ ( {  
rtrounr\, I~cgging for the 1,rit7i1e~e of removing garl~age, trying to 
siiriI[I cllenp tt'in Ice ts  and jeulel tny ~ O I -  old clothGs and food, asking 
for tvolnlc. Sonletinles ttic nccups~nls of the I J L I ~  I~oats wave 1ettelns 
of recom~nenrlatio~~ El-urn c~tller sllilis, ~'ecolnt~iending then1 as good 
ptti~it cllippers, garl1ag.e can cleaneis, cte. They will come al~oant 
( i f  you let them} and c lo  x t ~ y  tiitld of work f01' nothing-in hol~es 
of picking up sc~~aps of food and olcl clotl~ing. I t  takes great de. 

. . .  .. . . te~mirra t i o l ~  .constant vigilance, and the occasional use of K'fire base 
to keep then1 off. 

Occasionally the ships are given izn opportunity to tie up to 
a pier in Tsingtao Itinel* IIai.ljor for short "ship's maintenance" 
pel.iocls, and thelie the shi1)'s force is generally augmented by coolie 
labor. A pool of cooljes is maintained by the  Navy for  this purpose. 
and all that  is necessary is to call the "coolie coordinator" and tell 
h i n ~  how many you want. They appear a t  the iippointed time-a 
tattered, ragged, fragrant, but cheerful lot-and go to  work. They 
are very useful for such jobs as  chipping and scraping decks down 
to  bare metal, cleaning bilges, polishing brass, etc. During orlo 
period we had 45 of then1 every day for a weelr. Everyone in tlie 
deck force down to, the lowliest seaman, assunled tlze status of an 

- , overseel. with a slnall group of coolies worliing under his immediate 
supei.vision. In tile week's time 2~ t~emendous amount of work was 
accon~plisl~ed. 

S l i o ~ ~ e  lihe~+ty in China is very inte~esting. The ships in Taku 
andloraga weye ~Ro!.ded oppurti~ni ties to send liberty parties to 
Tientsin and Feiying. Tientsin liberty payties were loaded daily 
al~oard LCS's or LCT's and tt-ansported 85 rnilcs ug the narrow, 
winding ITai Ho River to the Ireart of the city. The boat ride in 
itself is well rt-o~+th the tinip, The flat farmland, criss-crossed b.\. 
irri,s:ation clitches, the little villa,.;es of clay huts, the  occasional 
r~agodn or nl.ched wooden foot-Rritlge, tlze colorfully dressed people 
crowcling down to the t.ivel. \x~nt( to  wave as  you go by, the crude - fishing boats and sampans that c ~ ~ o w d  the river-all join to rnaltc 
t11c spectacle .i us t as stranjie and interesting as your story-book 
impressions UP Clzina u.ouItl have it. I'el$i~ps the most menzornl)le 
k h i ~ r ~  of that  Imat tl ' il~ is tlke c r l~por l~~ t~ i ty  of seeing the Chinese 
 fishi in^ I ~ i ~ ~ c l s "  in action. TI~ese ;j,,.e tai-rie I)il-cls of about the silt' 
of 21 sea gull that art! utilized for. l ; s l ~ i n ~ .  Anywhere from two to 
six of then1 are tied to a rrative fishing boat by long strings. D* 
tachal~le r i n ~ s  ape fitter1 al,oitnd t l~eil* rieclrs to pi-event tl~enz iron1 
endtryizl~ the flnits of their Iabo~.. Tlze 11i1.d~ si t  along the g~lnlvale 
of the bo:~t ancl peel. into the water. Eve1.y now and then one of 
them flops in, comes 1111 wit11 a fish in his mouth, and is pulled back 
tn the Loat. Tlie fishel.rnn?i t>tlies the fish ancl the bird tities again. 
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1 sul)pose the  fishel.rna11 removes the rings occasionally so t h a t  the 
11i1.d~ clonlt ge t  too discoul.agec1. 

Tientsin is a faivly mocle1.n city ~ v h i c l ~  lias been built u p  largely 
1)y foreign interests. Although somewhat run down as a result of 
the war ancl the Jail occul~ation, i t  is teeming with people ancl full 
of I j ~ ~ s t l i ~ i g  activity. The streets  are crowded wit11 l,eog\e of nll . 
sorts-Chinese mel.cl~ants, l.ick,shn boys, Europeans, r:~garnuffin 

, . . 
marines gassing by. Riclishas lmve been replaced by pedicabs (riclc- 

't. up to  s l~ns  ~>ulIerl 33y bicyles) to confui-m with the incl'easert tempo of the 
i enance" city, and these pedfcal)s jam the streets. Rugged youngatei+s r u n  

alongside your pedicab for I>loclis, salt1 t ing and yelling, "Comesha, 
comesha-no mommy, no pol'lpy, no fiiglli: gay!" over and over 

I and tell again. It's the only Englisl? they know, and seems to be the stock 
time-a hcggsr's expression everyrvhere. 

i r i c .  They 
There a re  many shops, res taurants, and night clubs, IVII iclz, 

although somewl~at  handicappecl by Incli of stock, do n rushing 
business. In spite of the  ridiculous rate of excl~ange (about seven 
thousancl Chinese dollars to one Anre~.icrm dollar) p~ices are not 

~ ! r r s  of an 
i r~lediate very low. Our marines and sailors r;neIy use Chinese money because 

.of the large I>ulks of it required, and American doIlnrs are reactily . ~ r k  w a s  - - 
welcomed. Liberty pnrtias retuinn to the shill laden down with all 
kinds of booty-silk scnyves, elaborately embroidered mandayin 

ill Taku coats, silk smolting jackets, vases, carved ivory, ccamphorri~ood 
I l;lt,ties t o  boxes, swords, jewelrj-, clolls, second-hand cameras, China sets, silk 
~ t h ~ l  daily pajamas, etc. One of the lloys even returned with a small, fright- 

ened monkey peering out from underneatlx his peacoat. Haggling. ll>~l~l~OW, 
~. ide in with the shopkeepers is Iots o f  fun  in itself. It is all done in gigeon 

Englisl~ ancl gantomirne, with rnttcl~ deprecation and wild gesturing 1.14;;scd by 
on lmth sides. Usually if you are any goolad nt that sa1.t ~f thing you ,l-,asional 

. i people end up by paying one-quarte~ to one-half of the  initial price asked. 
But the shopkeeper, of canrse, still makes a. handsome profit. L..e crude 

I to make Peiping liberty involves a two and one-half *y trip. The par- 
rj~-bool< ties are transported a s l~o re  by landing. craft, then malte the 130 
norable mile t r ip  overland by train. The  coaches are very cold, dirty, and 

I f'llinese packed with Chinese, and the  t r ip tnkes anywhere fro ti^ five to  
: : l i e  size I seven 1~o~il.s.  Cliinese Nt~tionalist tlnulls and Jw~anese soldiers are 

I \\.o to I stationed a t  intervals all along t l ~ c  treclis, guarding the rondl~ed 
-5s. De- 1 against Chinese Communists. It  is one of the fetv railroad lines 

I cbn1 from in Narth China that is still olleiazlting. T11e train ride is ve1.y un- 
:r~n wale comfortnble, bu t  once in I'eilSng tile trip I)ecames well wort11 while. 
t)ne of It is tlze nncisnt capit:tl of uld China nnd is fltll of ~~alaces ,  temples, 

I rici l I~aclc parlts, Eucldllist shrines, and pagodas, all fif which are very beautiful 
and colol-ful. It  is much less cornmel.eial and far more culturn1 than 
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Tientsin. The Cliinese people ai-e more gi.acious and courteous here, 
and ;ire not a t  all "westel.nizec1" in their manners. 

The li!)et'ty pnrties nre lo(1gecl i n  mnie Clorn~itories of the old 
t'eiping Bled ical cot leg^. Some of the nflicers for"tunxte enor~gl~ 
to get rtlonls : ~ t  t l ~ c  C~ntzrl [ l t ~ l v l  de IYaznn Tit, which is a layRe 
a11d $1-acious 11 ole!, iepu Lerll~. lli  e I~es  t in Clz inn. T: iclcshas are t31e 

3 D 
only means ot' tr.iu~stlcr~.taticw, and the stineets m'e cleowded with i istered 
them. Orgntiized tours :tine conducted, Ijut man?- of the Inen prefer f rorn 11 

ha take in the  city I)y tl~cmselves, iniding ~ickshns  nnrl going wlier- I nologic 

ever t l~eir f:~rtcy lends them. At evethy ttrrtm one sees sights w l ~ i d ~ ,  ~ I * O \ V  tl 

to our wester11 ~ ~ " e s ,  are str;~nge ant1 in teres t ing .  You stop in tion nr 
Rucldhist tenzl)le, smell tllc ir~ce~bse, tr.atcli the coloz~fully dressed \\7tl101 
priests go through their rites, arzrl see the Chinese enter, knee], 
and toucl~ t l l e i i .  fut,cheads to the floov. A ivedding ~~~-r~cess ion  passps, 
accompanied 11.y weirrl wailing of Chinese lneecI ancl sti-inged instnl- 
n~ents. The I,t0icle rides inside an encloserl, ~.ed sednt-1 chair, carried 
on the shnit lde~~s of coIorfully c o s t ~ i ~  tled men. Musicians Iencl the 
plncessim, and othct. nttenrtants Fnl loll-, ca~,t.yina tall stafls snr- 
mou~ited 114- czttnved syrnl~ois for rvealth, Iiealtl~. feitility, anct the 
lilie. You see sweating coolies gulling heavily laden, solid-wheeled 
wooden calhts By hattcl. A dirty, ~agge r l  1r01z1a11 tri tll a Lal~y st~aplled 
on her back I~egs for "cauneshn." A CCE~itlese geritleman clad in a \vas no 
cotton pndded Illnclc silIr ~ d ~ e  ancl skull cap, bonn and smiles as you 
pass. I71.nm all sicles you Iiel,e the ~ . icksha  boys c ~ y ,  "Hey J o e  
I - ~ C I ~ S I I R  'lt' All A me~.icnns are "Joe'Vn China. 

T h e  Nc11.y Ir:iit lrlnrlned to Iceel) Escort Division 42 in t1i:he China inspect 
seas f o r  sevet.nl motbe months, Ilut ALCO-4ST 12 soon created n rine irl: 
c1.i tical ~,ek.s(rn nel p rol)lem. V e v  feiv I-eplaceit~erzts were available 
hum the Coast Guarcl l:e[)lrkce~-nenl; Center in Leyte Gulf, nuct in- 0 r. 

c~easing nunil)ei-s of the crew wlelme being held as 'kmilitnry neces- l)y the  

sities." Wlierr it became evident that suficieut 1.eldacements could cecli~ 1-es 

not I)e i u r n  ishett, the tljvision was iberrssenibletl at Tsingtno, detached not Fan 

from the Seventh Fleet,-and snilecl [or the Pananla Canal via Pearl vessels. 

H;11.1)0~. A t  pt.esent writing rve suhe on the secorld Ieg of that long :L conti- 

t ~ e k ,  the 4'700-milc st~-etch fron-r Peat11 to 13nnama. rliice a. 
in whir 

Our ultimate destination nocv is decommissioning. AIthoug11 (licenst 
we will a11 be very hal~py to be "Stntesirle" again after nenlBly a 
year's nnhsenee, many of u s  will feel regrets nt relinquishing our 
ships. Desb-oyer Rsco~.ts are trim, ~~ugged,  !rcll-cl esignecl 1 Ettlo fight- 
ing shil)s, a type tlie Coast Guard is ~r.ell r[unlified to man daring 
wartime. 

Tlie f'ollo\\ ill2 !:al)oointn~e~~ts \\ ere col~tii*mecl 113- tile Senate on 
11 Aylni l ,  1316 ,  to tlic ~':\nlis ir~dir.nLec1: 

It. I:. IfTnescl~e-Adrni~~~\l 
T. A. Shanley-Tteai Admi~- ;~ l  
M. O'Neill-Ileal- Adrnii.nl 
L. \Ir. Perkins-Con1motlo1.c 


