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This Veterans History Project interview is being conducted on Wednesday, August the
13’]’, in the year 2008 here at The Park in Golf Mill. That’s a retirement home. My name
is Neil O’Shea, and I'm a member of the reference staff at the Niles Public Library. And
I’'m honored again to be speaking today with Mr. Sol Schatz. And Mr. Schatz and I first
sat down last September the 11 " and, at that meeting, we accomplished the copying and
scanning of his war album documenting his thirty missions flown from England over
Europe, for which he was decorated. And this valuable album we now have copied, and it
contains Mr. Schatz's comments on the missions as well as how they were reported in the
Stars and Stripes newspaper.

So we are going to start part two of the interview today. Now, Mr. Schatz has already
been interviewed at a different time, but his album was not included in the file that was
compiled by Betsy Talstead at the Evanston Rockford Vets Center. But he does have a file
already in the Library of Congress in Washington, and we will be sending them a copy of
the interview, also, and a copy of the wartime album to add to the Sol Schatz collection.
Anyway, Mr. Schatz was born on Qctober the 4th, 1919. So, Mr. Schatz, we have a series
of questions here which we generally follow in speaking with our veterans. The first
question is when did you enter the Service?

I was inducted July 7th, 1941, Tt was five months before D-Day, or rather Pearl Harbor.
Were you drafted, or no?

I was drafted.

Reually?

Yes. I had that letter from our president that said “Greetings” And that was it.

So you actually were drafted before Pearl Harbor?



Yes, I was.

Were you in school at that time?

No. I was working at a drug company in the city of Chicago. And I thought when I was
drafted that they would send me to the medics. When my shipping orders came through,
they were going to send me to Fort Riley, Kansas, which, at that time, was a second
cavalry, a horse outfit. And I’'m looking at it, born and raised in Chicago, what do I know
about a horse? So I went down to the recruiting officer to get a discharge and a three year
enlistment with the Air Force.

You were able to do that at that time?

At that time, I could do it, yes.

So how did everybody in the family feel about your being in-- were they worried?

When I told my dad I enlisted, he went right through the ceiling, you know, screaming
that I’d be out in a year’s time!

I said, “Pa, there will be a war before my year is over.”

You knew that?

L just felt it. I just felt that we would be pulled into it. And six months later--

Where did you go to high school, if I may ask?

I went to Crane Tech.

So you were on the West Side then?

Yes. I was on the West Side.

Lawndale, or?

In that area.

Yes.

I am one of those that, like my weight fell through the cracks, I never completed grammar
school or, rather, never graduated from grammar school. At the time, I was going to
attend grammar school, which was a six-grade school. In the sixth grade, I went to Herzl

for junior high school. 1 was in ninth grade when they closed the junior high school, so 1
went right on to Crane, and 1 graduated there in 1936.
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So, I enlisted in the Air Force.
And what--any reason why you chose the Air Force, say, perhaps and not the Navy?

Yes, well, I was already in Service, and they discharged me from the cavalry so I could
go into the Air Force.

You were still in the Army, by going from the cavalry to the Air Corps, Yes.

Yes. I just thought that the Air Corps was a better branch.

So were you living at home at that time then?

Yes.

Yes.

From Fort Sheridan, they sent me to Jefferson Barracks, Saint Louis, for basic training.
How did you find basic training?

It was a farce. The Air Force had just taken over the base, and every week there was
another row of tents going up, and all we did was march from the tent area to the mess
hall and back, three times a day, and that was basic for six weeks.

[ suppose basic training changed when the war came in earnest?

I believe it did.

Yes.

As far as I was concerned, I had never handled a weapon, never drilled, or went on these
twenty-five mile hikes, or anything like that.

But you must have been in pretty good shape at the time, though?

Yes. Oh, yes, I was in good physical shape.

Yes.

From there from Jefferson Barracks, we went to Chinook Field for airplane mechanics.
That’s here in Illinois, isn’r it?

Yes. Right near Champaign. We, let’s see, we completed our sbhooling in January,
February of 42, and, from there, I was sent to Greenville, Mississippi, which was a basic



training base for cadets. There, I became a instructor at the school in, let’s see, it might
have been August of “42. My wife came down, and we got married. And next year I was
transferred.

So, if it weren’t for the war, you might have gotten married later?

Maybe.

Actually, if I had never volunteered for gunnery school, I probably would have spent the
entire time in service down in Mississippi.

Instructing?

Yes, or, later I was transferred to Greenwood, Mississippi. I became, on this one
squadron, the mechanic on the cable controls of the planes, which were B-13As.

B-13s. So why did you volunteer for gunnery school?

It sounded good! They made it look so enticing. You got wings. You got the extra pay.
You got the additional stripes.

Was that a decision that you discussed with your family or your wife?

Just my wife.

And what did she think?

She didn’t know any differently. It sounded good to her, too. So 1 volunteered for it, took
another physical, and passed it in Greenwood, Mississippi. Beginning of June, I was sent
to Fort Myers, Florida, for gunnery school. We were there for six weeks. When we
completed our schooling, and, then, let’s see, we were put on a troop train and sent out to
our next phase of our training. We were sent to Salt Lake City, Utah. There, we were
either sent to B-24, B-17 training.

So, at this time, you're a-- you have a stripe. What was your?

I was still a buck sergeant.

A sergeant.

And I never got that stripe.

And then was your wife, did she travel around the country with you at certain times?

Most of the places, yes.



Did they have like an enlisted men’s family quarters, or something, or--?

No. We lived on base when she was there, whatever camp I was at.

So you had to find lodgings for her? and pay for it out of your Army pay. Yes.

That’s right.

At Fort Myers, Florida, let’s see, Yes, we finished our schooling there. And from there,
we went to Salt Lake City, Boise, Idaho, where we were put on crews. That’s where 1
wound up with my crew that we have in my album. We were sent to Casper, Wyoming,
for phase training. We were part of what they called the Cecil Isbell Group

He was a colonel. He was a big football player with the Army.

While we were at Wyoming, my wife came out there. We were together during our
training. When we completed our training, she went home. Our crew was sent to Topeka,
Kansas, where we were supposed to pick up our own plane to fly overseas. But being part
of the crazy setup in the Army, they only had 17s on that base. So they split our crew up
where half went on one plane and half on the other, and the Army transport command

flew us overseas.

So you go overseas, I think you mentioned you arrive in England around November of
437

43, yes.

And you had enlisted in June or July of *41.

Right.

So that’s two years later, then?

Yes.

So you'd seen a good bit of the country by then?

Yes.

And probably met a lot of different people than you'd, perhaps, had met before?
Yes, from all over.

From Topeka, Kansas, we flew to Syracuse, New York, Presque Isle, Maine, and then up
to Gander Lake, Newfoundland. And then we jumped overseas, flew over, landed in

Prestwick, Scotland. We got there, I don’t know the exact date, it was just before
Thanksgiving of "43.



And then how did you all feel about going overseas, getting into the action?
We didn’t know. We had absolutely no idea of what we were getting into. And it was all

so new, being in a foreign country all of a sudden. And foreign money, and things were
so different.

From Scotland, they sent us to a base called Tring, “T —r —i —n -g,” maybe an hour’s train
ride north of London. And then we were replacement crews. As different bases needed
more crews, we were sent to different bases. Our crew was sent to the 448th Bomb
Group. And we replaced a crew that was shot down. And we went into operation, let’s
see, first mission right there.

Yes, it’s great to have this album. We can just check out, Mission # 1, February the 5th,
1944,

That’s was our--
Tour of France., You write here, “I was very nervous on my first mission.”

Yes. We were scared. We got an idea of some of the things that we were getting into, and
we started to realize what was going on.

And on that very first mission, you were attacked by a Focke-Wulf 190?

Yes. It hit the plane in the wing position with us. It was the Mary Michelle. We later flew
that plane on a mission. And that was the week that I, just when that plane came back
from being rebuilt, we flew it on its first mission. And it never flew combat again for the

simple reason it was burning too much gas, so they just took that plane out of service.

So when you came back from that first mission, that must have been a, oh, man, what do
we get into now!

Right. But being trained, this was what we were going to do, and that’s what we were
going to do, and we did it!

So you were part of the 8th Air Force?
Yes. The 184th Bomb Group was part of the 8th Air Force.

And the 8th Air Force is famous for all this strategic bombing over German assets in
Europe?

Yes, you can see from my album that we hit a lot of bases in Germany. Airfields, good
lot of parts factories, wherever they sent us, that's where we went.
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So did you have any casualties in your unit, in your crew?

No we were the “most luckiest crew” on the field. We were the only crew that started and
finished as a full crew without anybody getting a Purple Heart.

And why was that, do you think, it really was just luck?

God had his hand on our shoulder, because there wasn’t a mission that we went on there,
we came back with holes all over the plane from antiaircraft attacks.

So, even though you were a talented crew, and skilled, it still was beyond, circumstances
were beyond the ability to be controlled.

Yes.

There were a few missions that I can recall, I don’t remember the exact sequence, but the
one mission, they had a, our plane, we were flying out our wing position, they had us
boxed in with the antiaircraft, and, suddenly, the other wing gunner screamed out, “Hey,
look!” And there, one shot on-- each ship was shot down which-- we had our
commanding officer in it.

Did they all die then?

No, if I recall, we counted four or five chutes, and the others went with the plane.
So that meant they lost three men then or--

No. They lost five.

Five. Ten people in the crew, 1 see.

Yes.

Now, when you were on these missions, you had a harness that you’d attach the
parachute to?

Right.
And on the harness, there was something?

On the harness, you had two little packs. One pack was, we called it an escape kit. It
carried a map of Germany and France, German money, and French money, in case you
bailed out and were fortunate enough not to get captured. The other packet was with
morphine and other medication in case you got wounded and used it until you got back to
the base. One other mission we went on, the only time we went on three-ship formations,
we went after what we called the ski sites or the launching pads of the V-2 rockets.



Wow.

Our bomb run started out in the Atlantic Ocean. We were going to be in France five
minutes and then out. And on that bomb run, our lead ship was shot down, and we never
dropped our bombs. We just kept going and went back to the base with the bombs. We
weren’t going to make a 360 and go back.

Did you ever have to serve as the lead ship?

No. We were never a lead ship. We were always either a wing or the diamond position.
And we always carried the aerial cameras, so we were always taking the pictures of
bombs away, bomb strikes, and then whatever we saw on the way in or out that we felt

would be interesting to the intelligence, we would take pictures of it.

So was there a crew member in charge with taking photographs or did the film just run
automatically?

No, it was usually our ball turret gunner that-- he would lean out of the back door, hatch
door, he would take pictures of whatever seemed appropriate.

He would hold the camera?

Yes, just hold the camera out there, and take pictures. I would have to hold him so he
wouldn’t fall out. And, other times, when he was in the ball, I would take pictures out of
the waist window.

So you were a waist gunner

Most of the time.

Most of the time, and, also, a tail gunner?

Yes.

And were those like, help me out, what millimeter were those?

Oh, all the guns were 50 millimeters.

50 millimeters.

Like two barrels or--

No, waist guns were single guns. The tail or the turret guns were twins. Twin 50s. Either
the top or ball turret, or the nose or tail turret.



Did it affect your hearing at all, firing the guns?

I think so. That’s why I’ve got hearing aids. And I did freeze my cheeks and ears in the
cold weather, you know. The cuts from the oxygen mask just froze in my cheeks. That’s
where they came up with that wind chill factor. When they opened up the bomb bay, you
got that wind going right past.

Yes. So--

I think we were warmer while we were flying in that extreme cold than we were on the
ground because of the clothing that we wore!

So you were-- you’d fly a mission, say, today, and you’d have like a day off?
Usually.

And then the next day?

Next day.

And were you able to--

It wasn’t for many.

And were you able to relax, or not really?

A certain amount, yes.

A certain amount.

Yes. Most of the time, we’d come back from a mission and just fall into bed and go to
sleep.

Yes.

You know, and there was-- that part was an idiosyncrasy that somehow it just involved,
in mornings, when they woke us up for a mission, we’d just get out of bed and get
dressed and leave. We’d never make our bed. Our reasoning was if we’d made the bed,

we’d never come back to it. So, every mission, we never made our bed.

So you flew the thirty missions, then, from February through maybe the end of May, the
beginning of June?

June 2nd.

Just prior, in a way, to D-Day, yes.
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Four days before D-Day.
But you had no idea that D-Day was in the offing, no?

We had no idea until the night before that there was D-Day coming up. And it was
something! We were ready to go. We were considered as qualified observers, but they
wouldn’t let us. They said, “No, you’ve made your missions. Stay on the ground.”

So that was the rule that if you make your thirty missions,
Yes

you'd completed your required service?

Your time in combat.

Yes.

Actually, when I started, we only were supposed to make twenty-five, but on our
eighteenth mission, they, General Doolittle, convinced the Surgeon General to increase to
an additional five missions. I guess the, by that time, we weren’t seeing many fighters.
Most of the attacks were the antiaircraft guns. And they were, those Germans were good.
I swear they could pick a flea off the nose star at 20,000 feet. They were that good.

You know, I had a, I interviewed a veteran not too long ago, and he said, he was injured
in the infantry, and he said the Germans could put a shell in your back pocket.

They were that good. I swear we never went on a mission, came back without finding
holes all over the plane. Just that we were lucky and never hit any vital part of the plane
like some of the others. I don’t think that I ever went on one that we didn’t lose at least
one or two crews.

And how many planes would be going out at a time?

Generally, if it called for a full mission, you’d have four, four, four, four, sixteen in two
wings. That’s what? Thirty-two planes on a mission. We had-- there were three groups in
one wing. And, generally, the lead group would carry the general purpose bombs. These
are five hundred, thousand pounders. The second group would carry incendiaries, and the
third group would carry antipersonnel bombs. So you’d blow the place up, burn it down,
and then get anybody running around.

And your plane usually?

Depending on our position, either first or second group, or third group.
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Yes.

But mostly we were either first or second, carried general purpose or incendiary bombs.
So did you fly at night or in the day?

All our missions were daytime.

And did, but the pilot, or your lieutenant, or your pilot, he didn’t know what the mission
was until--

Until briefing. We would know, too, at briefing. They would tell us. But we rarely knew
where you were going the day before or the night before. It was at the briefings when
they would tell us where.

So you knew, you were saying that you knew that the United States was going to war?

I'had that feeling, yes.

When did you know that America was going to win the war or was going to be
successful?

We just felt that way from the very beginning.

From the very beginning.

From the very beginning. Even though we were being pushed back, we just felt that we
would beat them. We did, thank God! Our country mobilized and built the necessary
equipment.

Yes, and to be able to project that power across two oceans, it’s just--

Yes.

It’s hard to--

It’s hard to picture.

Yes.

Near the end of my tour, I was on a few of those thousand plane raids that the Air Force
was able to send out, over a thousand planes on one raid. I talked to men that were still on

the ground, and they said they just saw wave after wave after wave of planes going over.

I think the worst mission that the Air Force went on was the raid at Schweinfurt, the ball-
bearing plant. And we had our biggest loss of planes that day. We, our group, went on
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that mission, but our crew, as we hit the coastline of France, we blew the hydraulic
system, so we aborted. So, we missed that mission. And the Air Force lost something
like twenty or thirty planes that day. And they were actually talking about night bombing,
but they stayed with the daylight bombing. We bombed during the day, British bombed at
night.

I should know this, but why did the British bomb at night? Why did they go at night?

[ don’t think--

Was it easier or harder?

I don’t think they were trained for day flying. There was a difference in the type of flying
they flew. In night flying, they flew single formation, single one in back of each other,
and they bombed mostly the big cities. They never went for any plants or things like we
did. We went after the parts factories, the tank factories, the airfields, the marshalling
yards, but they never bombed any specific item like we did.

Maybe they wanted revenge for London, or Coventry, or something, Yes.

That’s right.

Yes.

So, but we flew strictly days in formation flying. And once the Air Force were able to
give the fighter planes the extra range with gas tanks, then we got complete protection all
the way into the target area and back. And then we rarely, rarely ever saw any fighter
attacks. As I said, it was almost all antiaircraft attacks after that.

So your B-24

Yes

carrying this crew of ten

Ten

and these various types of bombs, what was your range, how far could you fly in to?

I don’t think there was any place in Germany that we couldn’t hit.

And get home?

And come back, yes. We had the full range of all of Europe with the B-24. And, actually,
the 17 had that, but 1 don’t think they went as far as we did. We were-- we carried a
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bigger bomb load. We carried-- we went in further than they did, faster. We went in after
them and came out before them.

You got an R&R furlough when you were in England to go up to Edinburgh?
Yes. We went up to Edinburgh for six or eight days.

Where did that occur in your--

About the middle of our tour.

Somewhere over the fifteenth or sixteenth mission.

Yes:

And that’s-- We had a wonderful time.

Did you develop a taste for Scotch whisky or you--or not?

Yes. I was never much of a drinker.

Yes.

And one drink would be more than enough, or one beer would be more than enough for
me.

Yes.

Except for when we made our last mission. We got drunk for three days. And that was,
let’s see, that was about the fifth of June. We were in, I forget the town, not the main city,
Norridge. And as we walked along the street, we went past this one church. And the boys
stopped, and we looked at each other, and we all just walked right in and sat down and
prayed. Thank God that we were alive and ready to go home. After we walked out, |
asked the boys just what kind of a service was it, and none of them knew, because we
walked into a Church of England, which was different than all the other types of, what,
the Episcopalian or whatever.

All six of us, I think, were all of a different denomination, but we got along pretty good.
And, as of this date, this interview, time has taken its toll. Paul and T are the only two left
alive out of the ten.

Is that Mr. Thornton?

Yes.

Yes.
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That would be-- Thornton and I are the only two left alive.

Yes.

I'do stay in touch with him. I talk to him maybe once or twice or three times a year.

Do you remember any particularly humorous or unusual events?

On the missions?

Or while you were in the--

Well, like 1 said, we never made our beds.

That’s interesting.

Oh, one of the other things, this other crew, one of the boys got a packet of, I guess,
vegetables or something to grow. And he set up a garden, planted all of these, whatever
he had, and was taking care of it. And, unfortunately, that crew got shot down. The next
crew moved in, and one of them took over the garden, and, about a month later, they got
shot down. The third crew came in and nobody would touch it.

Yes.

No way! That was bad luck.

And was that crew shot down?

No. I think they were still there when we left. The, they took those which I have pictures
of the enlisted men that were left alive and completed a tour. They made a base defense
unit out of us. And we told them--

Yes. That's interesting. You didn’t have to fly over Europe anymore, but they--

They thought we would be able to defend the base if the Germans sent over paratroopers
to attack the bases. And we told them we had no training for that, and no way are we ever

going to go after seasoned paratroopers when we never had the training!

They couldn’t teach us enough in a week’s time to be able to be effective. So it wasn’t
much after that that they sent us back (o the States.

Yes. So, Yes, I think it mentions here that your service ended in September of 19457

Yes. We landed in Boston on August the st of 1944.
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Oh. Was that by ship you came back?

Yes. We came back on the West Point which was I believe almost as big as the Queen
Mary.

Yes.

And it was an empty ship.

It must have been a great feeling to come back, know you did your job.

That was another thing about--

You got all these medals and citations.

That was another thing about our wonderful Army! Before we got on the boat, they gave
us leggings, they gave us gas masks, and they gave us helmets. Now, what the heck were
we going to do with all of that on a ship? Once we got out into the middle of the ocean,
all you got to do is watch the back of the ship, we discarded all the helmets, the gas
masks, the leggings. We threw them overboard. We don’t want them! And they gave us
so few on the ship that they gave us all jobs to do, more or less like guards, you can’t go
someplace for smoking and things like that. So they fed us three meals a day. You eat
three meals a day.

Yes. Did you gain weight when you were in service?

Yes, actually, as far as 1 was concerned, the Army was a very sedate life. Like I said, we
never marched. We never drilled. So it was up to you to stay in shape.

Yes. So, you land in Boston and you get a train back to--

To Fort Sheridan.

Ant that’s where you--

No, we weren’t discharged. We got a furlough. And then, from there, I was sent to Santa
Monica, California for R&R. The Air Force had taken over the Miramar Hotel there and

just the fellows like me that were coming back were sent there. And I was there with my

wife for two weeks. And then I was reassigned to Walla Walla, Washington, to train new
crews. I spent the rest of the war up there training new crews for B-24s

So you were there then when they dropped the bomb on Japan?

Yes. I was there for the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

So some of those crews you trained, they, fortunately, never had to--



They went overseas. I don’t know what happened to them.

We never stayed in contact with any of those crews we trained. Whether they went to
Pacific or Europe, but after their training, then they went on to, like we did, to overseas.

So you were-- your final rank was staff sergeant?

Yes.

Where did you receive that promotion, in England?

I got that staff in Europe, yes, in England. I should have gotten my staff when I
completed gunnery school and they never gave it to us. I just didn’t do any-- there was no
point in arguing over it.

Yes.

Just went along with the quo.

So what was it like adjusting to civilian life back in Chicago?

A little difficult at first. But, actually, I was discharged at Fort Lewis, Washington,
because 1 had my wife out there, discharged us, and drove back to Chicago.

You drove back because your wife had driven out, or you had bought a car, or--

Yes I bought a car. We had--

What kind of car did you buy?

I bought a Chevy.

Was it a good one?

Nah, but it was transportation in those days.

Yes.

Let’s see. 1940, about a “38 or 39 Chevy.

And because of the type of work I was doing up there in Washington, I had no set hours.
Like one morning, I would maybe go up at eight o’clock in the morning. Maybe the next

day, at eight or nine at night for night flying, or even earlier in the morning. So I had
unlimited gas. And we had our ration books for meat and things like that. So we had a
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nice little apartment up there in Washington. It wasn’t a bad way of life if you took it
with a grain of salt.

Yes. Did the Air Force or the Army, did they ask you to consider staying on and make it a
career?

Oh, yes, they had asked us, no, not to stay in, but to join the Reserves. And I told the
recruiting officer at that time that all I wanted was another piece of paper like the first
one, the discharge papers, and if you ever needed us, you’d come and get us. And I think
we were lucky in that respect, because the Reserves were called up for Korea.

Yes.

I think four and a half years was enough. I think I did my share.

Yes.

Were you an only son or a--

Yes.

Oh. Your parents must have been thrilled to see you at home, Yes.

They didn’t want me to go.

Yes.

And, of all my friends, I think I was the only one that saw actual combat.

Was it easy for you to get your old job back or?

I never went back to it.

Did you use the GI bill or--

To one respect, we used the GI bill to buy our first co-op on the GI bill, four percent
interest. That got us started, so we were buying wherever we lived.

Did you go back into the drug business, the drug store business?

No, I got into the taxicab business, which I don’t know how, but, yes, my father-in-law
was a driver for Checker Cab Company. And I started driving a Checker just before the
Cubs won the World Series, they didn’t win it, they played in it. And from there, I went
to independent cab ownership, staying in the cab business until I retired. And [ wound up
having a little fleet of about seven cabs, sold them, and retired, and here I am at The Park,
retired in my old age.
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Yes. Mr. Schatz, how do you think your military service and experiences in the Armed
Forces affected your life?

Well--
That’s a tough one.

In a way, it is so unusual, so different, that, even after sixty years, you still talk about
your days in service. And I still say if you take it with a grain of salt, it’s something to
learn. It’s an experience you just never finish going through. There were the good parts
and bad parts.

I mentioned that I was an instructor in Greenwood, Mississippi. That was the softest job 1
had in the Army. I was an instructor in Cadet School and worked four hours a week,
period.

And you gave it up.

Well, yes, you felt that we weren’t doing anything. That’s why, one of the reasons, I
volunteered for gunnery school.

Yes. Had you ever flown in an airplane before you joined the Army Air Corps?
No, never went up before.
Wow.

Never flown. And it was fun. Like, especially when I was working on the planes in
Greenwood, Mississippi, after you completed the work, like replacing some of the control
cables, you had to have a, one of the pilot instructors take the plane up to test it to make
sure that the plane was good for a cadet to fly, and when he would come and you’d help
him get in the plane or get ready, and he’d look at us, and he looked at me and he says,
“You ever go up before?” And you’d look at him and say, “No, sir, never been up
before.” He says, “Go get a chute and get back here. Go get a chute and go up with me.”
And that was fun.

Yes.

They’d get away from the base, and they’d start making all these rolls, and flips, and
turns, and looking up, and there’s the ground above you.

Yes.

That was fun.
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You thought it was fun? Yes, you must have, because you volunteered to go gunnery, Yes.

Always told them, “No, sir, never went up before. I’ve never been in a plane. I just fix
them.” And he’d say, “Go get a chute and fly with us.” And, oh, we loved it! I loved it!
Never affected me. I mean, I never got sick or anything like that,

So, you'd say you’d never been up, and you had, and they’d give you more experiences,
just to get up there, Yes.

Yes. You know, they were single-engine two-seater planes, and once they got away from
the base, they did all kinds of acrobatics in them.

Yes.

Like I said, it was fun! And, same way, in my last few weeks of gunnery school, they
would take us up in a plane, and we’d go out over the bay and practice shooting at
targets. And all of these pilots were putting in for overseas combat for flying. And they
just wouldn’t send them. And they were soon bored with their job, and coming back from
zooming out on the bay, they’d play tic-tac-toe with the plane, and things like that. And
while you’re standing in the back and you’d notify the pilot that you were through
shooting, and before he’d give you a change to sit down and buckle up, he’d take off, you
know, but, you know, you’re young and full of vinegar or whatever you’d want to call it.

Vinegar, Yes, Yes.
And you got to, if you took it, like I say. with a grain of salt, it was great.
Yes.

Mr. Schatz, how do you think your military experience has influenced your thinking about
war or about the military in general?

Military is great. But it’s the leaders, right now with what we went through in Vietnam
and what we are doing right now, I would blow our president’s head off. This is the most
foolish and stupid thing he ever pulled. We are looking right now at Vietnam all over
again. There’s no way that we can come out ahead, you know. I would venture to say
that the Gls that are in Iraq tight now or Afghanistan are doing a lot of good with the
people. I mean, we are that type of a country that, the people, we would want to help
wherever we are at. And I’m sure that they are helping the kids, giving them whatever
they have in the way of food or clothing, or getting clothing from home to give to the
kids that they’ve met and seen, and helping families survive, and whatever they can do to
help. T mean, we are that type of people, but the country, on a whole, what they’re doing
over there is not doing any good. What are we doing over there? What are we gaining?
What I've seen what we did in England, what we did with the kids, and, I mean, we are,
Gls are that way.



Yes.
You know, we are people with a lot of compassion.

And, like I say, this is a way of life that we live for four, four and a half, five years, and,
like I say, we took it with a grain of salt.

Is there anything you'd like to add that we haven’t covered in the interview?

I can’t think of anything.

And then, of course, your album speaks volumes, so we appreciate that.

It evolved into something I never knew, that the wife and I put together, but I think it
might be nice for researching at either the Library of Congress, or the original, this
original book, I will eventually send to the Jewish War Veterans Museum in Washington.
Oh, definitely.

And let them put it on display and let them, in future years, those that want to research
what happened during the Second World War, they might have a copy of what somebody

did in the Air Force.

I think it is the most complete record we have that any vet has shared with us in the way
of kind of organized memorabilia and documents. Thank you very much.

I appreciate that, Neil, and I’'m glad we were able to get together and do it.
Thank you, Mr. Schatz.

So, at any future time, whatever you need, like I said, our bus does go there on a
Thursday now.

Yes. So how long does it drop you off for?

I think they’re giving us about two hours time there.

Oh.

So that’s more than enough for whatever you might need to do.
Yes.

I'mean, I could zip up here, but if it would be convenient for you, and we could talk about
it, but if it would be convenient for you and your wife, then we can do that.
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In a way, I think I might like it. It would be a way of getting out of here.

Sure. Sure.

Like yesterday, I took the bus, I went to Walgreens and a crazy thing, my electric razor,
the head wore out, so [ went to Walgreens, and I thought they had the right head for it,
and I got home, it won’t fit, the wrong one. So, I went back yesterday, and returned it,
and they didn’t have the type of head for my razor.

Yes.

But for the same price that they charged me for a new head for this old razor, I bought a
new one.

Yes.
So I got a brand new razor for thirty-two dollars.

Yes. It’s funny, when you talk about your razor, you know, and then, of course, I think of
the pictures of you in World War II. You've always had a moustache?

Yes. My wife has never met me without a moustache.
Yes.
She’s never seen me without.

So you must have grown one, like first time, when you like were eighteen, or seventeen, or
something?

I started growing them in school.

Yes.

Sixteen. I think I was about sixteen when I graduated from high school.

Yes.

I was a little on the young side. 1don’t know if I started early, but I know that T went to
summer school about three or four years, made up, I think, about a year or two years of
school.

At Crane?

Yes
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You obviously got a very good education.

I hope 1 did.

Were you --Would any of your coursework or classes have led you to believe that you had
this mechanical aptitude, or this ability to teach or instruct or operate machinery under

pressure or anything like that?

No, never. I took the general courses that the school had to give, you know, machine shop
and pattern making, and, but [ never, I don’t think it trained me for anything special.

Yes. 1 think Crane Tech, at that time, had a crackerjack ROTC military rifle squad?

I think they did.

Yes. Yes.

But I remember, 1 was a young kid, I mentioned to my dad I thought I’d like to join the
Boy Scouts and he almost beat my head off. He said, “No kid of mine is going to wear a
uniform!” And he even felt then that Boy Scouts was a uniform. And who would think
that I would wear one for four years!

Yes.

Four and a half years. And [ don’t know why. I think I had a premonition that we would
go to war.

Yes.

You know, although Roosevelt was talking that we were neutral, and, but who knew what
made the Japanese want to attack us? I have no idea. 1 could never figure it out.

Well, I think that was, I guess the interview is over now, but [ think that, as a fact, that
was kind of almost once, well, the Japanese were marauding in China and --

Yes.

And F.D.R., then, I think, they were going to, enforce trade restrictions and embargo oil,
and what not, so the Japanese felt they had to do something.

Well--
But, then, who would have thought they would have done it in such a way?

I don’t know. Maybe they were just spreading their wings the way they were attacking
China. And, I guess, that’s such a country, they’d never be able to conquer them!
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Well, Yes, and, of course, they were-- the Japanese when they beat, the Russo-Japanese
War, they did a pretty good job on them, so they were feeling pretty confident.

Yes.

They’d been marauding.

At that time, the Russians, with the czar, they weren’t very effective, I don’t think,
because, see, you talk to a lot of the people here, they will mention that their brother or
their dad ran away from Russia to get away from the czar.

Yes.

I remember my dad mentioning he had a brother, I guess he was, what’s the word,
conscripted, into the Russian army, and it wasn’t the type of life most people really--

You know, I don’t think-- but I don’t think we are military people, but you get our
hackles up, and then we do a pretty good job if they let us.

Yes.

And that’s another stupid thing that, my personal opinion, was like, during the Korea and
Vietnam, there were so few, and I'll be frank about it, so few of our Jewish boys that
went into service. As long as you were going to college, they didn’t touch you.

Yes, they got a deferment.

Right. Well, we were affluent enough to send our kids to college. So few of ours went
into service. It wasn’t like the Second World War. It was a popular war. It was--
everybody was gung ho about it.

Yes

And if you weren’t being drafted, you were running down and joining up.

Yes.

And it was different. It was a popular war. You were fighting against a dictator that was
killing people, and you had to go; you had to fight him, not like Korea or Vietnam.

Yes.
It was a poor man’s war. So I don’t know what else to say about it.

Thank you, Mr. Schatz.
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You’re welcome.
Is it set for another memory?
Yes, I think so.

Just before we got to the coastline of France, my suit shorted out, so I had no suit. And
being in the back was the coldest part. So I went up to the front, and I tapped my pilot on
the shoulder. “Give me your suit,” and I pointed to the co-pilot, and the guy didn’t want
to, but everybody says, “Switch,” so we changed clothes. And I got his electric suit,
because I would have frozen to death in the back. You didn’t have that chill and the wind
up in front in the pilot’s compartment, so we switched.

The electric suit, was that plugged into something?

Oh, yes, pants, jacket plugged into the pants, we had sockets in each sleeve where gloves
plugged into the sleeves, and your boots plugged into the pant sleeve, and you plugged in
your suit into the thermostat wherever your gun position was. And you turned up the
thermostat, and you got nice heat. That’s where your electric blankets came from, those
suits.

From the wartime?

You wore one kind of drawers and tops, two pairs of wool stockings, the electric boots
were fur-lined boots, the electric pants, electric jacket, gloves, heated gloves, and fur-
lined gloves, and then you had the Mae West, and then your harness.

The Mae West was the?

The life jacket vest.

In case you were shot down over water?

Yes.

Yes, but that was a farce, because they said if you didn’t get out of the water within
seconds, you’d just freeze to death in the water, the Channel, or the North Sea, so if you
landed, if you bailed out, forget about it. You didn’t have a chance, not over the Channel.
So your best chance to bail out would be in France where the French Underground would

pick you up.

Yes.
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And I think I was the only crew member that carried my forty-five automatic. And I
always had six shells in the clip, and one in the chamber, and I always said that if I had to
bail out, I had six shells for them, and one for myself. I wouldn’t become a POW.

Wow.

No. My dog tags said Jewish. And no way would I let the Germans get me. That would
be the end for me.

Thank you, Mr. Schatz.

Thank God, I never bailed out!

Thirty missions.

Yes.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Yes.

Thank you.

Reader’s Notes:

Mr. Schatz provided photographs to illustrate his transcript. They appear in the next
few pages.

In the accompanying booklet, the reader has the opportunity to read the splendid
and unique wartime album, compiled by Mr. Schatz during his service. He
combined daily cuttings from the Stars and Stripes newspaper which reported on his
bombing missions with his own comments about the air raids over occupied
Furope.

As a proud member of the Jewish War Veterans Kirschenbaum-Silver Post 282, Mr.
Schatz teamed with Fred Yanow and Melvyn Aper to present then Library
Administrator, Cary Czarnecki, with the book, The Jewish War Veterans of the
USA: One Hundred Years of Service in two volumes. The work was added to the
Reference Collection on the second level and can be found at the Ref. 369.1 J59 call
number.

On the next page the reader can see the current profile statement for the existing
Sol Schatz Collection in the Library of Congress’s Veterans History Project.
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Unfortunately, Mr. Schatz passed away on October 29, 2008. His friend and fellow
World War II veteran, Mr. Ralph Friedman, who is also a VHP participant through

the Niles Public Library, proofed this transcript for Mrs. Schatz.

Mr. Friedman read the following poem which he had written in Mr.Schatz’s
memory at the 2" Annual Veterans History Project Breakfast at the Niles Library
on November 6, 2009.

REMEMBERING

S. Sgt. USAAF Sol Schatz: October 29, 2008

When a man has lived
with quiet strength,
full of grace,
those who mourn
when he departs,
measure the man
by the lonely space
left within their hearts.
R.B. Friedman

JWY Post 282
11/2/2008
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One Niles Library employee, exclaimed “Wow, Errol Flynn”
when he saw this picture.




B-24 Liberator bomber in which Mr. Schatz flew as a waist and
tail gunner. Mr. Schatz flew in 8 different B-24’s whose names
are listed in his accompanying war album.




Distinctively painted B-24 Assembly Plane
These planes were used in assembling group formations at the start of mission.
The plane would then return to base according to Mr. Schatz.

10

B-24D-5-CO 41-23809 You cawn’t miss it!, assembly
ship for the 448th BG, Bungay, February 1944

The last of the three Eighth Air Force B-24 units to go
operational in December 1943, the 448th began with
standard B-24D models. This B-24D-56-CO was early
off the San Diego production line, being delivered to
the AAF on 22 August 1942. Like most of the original
assembly ships, it had previously served with the
93rd BG {carrying the nickname Hell’s a Drappin I} in
the conventional bombing role. In February 1944
41-23809 was passed to the 448th BG, who stripped it
out and painted it in the gaudy colours seen in this
profile, transforming itinto an assembly ship. The
distinctive paint scheme was initially restricted to the
fuselage and tail surfaces, but eventually the entire
wing area was also adorned with checkerboard
squares of yellow and black. In June 1944, the
deteriorating mechanical condition of the veteran
bomber saw it replaced by B-24D 42-63981 The l
Striped Ape. The role of the assembly ship has been

little understoad in the language of the Liberator.
To quote another veteran, pilot John Jakab
remembers it this way;

‘Assembling a group formation was, on occasion,
a stressful and hazardous endeavour. When
temperature and dew point were equal, or nearly
equal, the ships departing the base and climbing to
formation altitude would start producing vapour
trails from about 1500 ft (457 m) to 2000 ft (610 m).
Considering that there were many groups taking off
at about the same time, the vapour trails could form a

,solid overcast over East Anglia that was 15,000 ft
(4572 m) to 20,000 ft (6096 m) thick. The planes would
usually break out above the overcast at about 16,000
ft {4876 m) to 19,000 ft {5791 m).

‘During the climb, the planes flew a specified
racdtrack pattern on the group’s assigned “buncher”,
or radio facility, until they reached their assigned
altitude. If visual flight rules could be maintained, the
group would assume their formation positions on the
assemnbly aircraft. If visual flight rules could not be
maintained at the assigned altitudse, the aircraft
would proceed to the next assigned radio beacon,
climbing to a higher assigned altitude, or until
reaching visual conditions. After the group was in
formation, the mission leader would take the lead
position, and the assembly aircraft would depart
and return to the base.

‘Of course, when weather was not a factor,
assembly in formation was relatively easy. In every
case radio silence was maintained. If someone
made a radio transmission for whatever reason,
no one would reply. Some communication was
accomplished by using Very pistol flares.
QOccasionally, we hac mid-air collisions and aborting
aircraft for mechanical problems, but we seldom
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448th Bomb Group Monument, likely in Norfolk, Virginia
Mr. Schatz pictured below on the left with his pilot L.V. Thornton
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Scans of pictures provided by Mr. Schatz. Interviewer’s notes indicate
they were taken in Norfolk, Virginia, possibly in 2006.
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Mr. Schatz photographed below holding his framed plaque of medals
and recognitions of his service.
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Mr. Schatz’s Wartime Album

based on his clippings from the
Stars and Stripes, the daily
newspaper of the U.S. Armed
Forces 1n the European Theater
of Operations.




The Stars and Stripes Daily Newspaper Masthead and 2 pictures

The newspaper accounts of the 30 missions are taken from that paper.

ARRIVAL /N ENGLAND
Mr. Schatz is in the top row, on the left. agy

R
Mr. Schatz can be seen in the 2nd row, 2nd

from the right. To his right may be a Jackie
or Ken Rohrbach. At the beginning of the
row is Carmen Valentino, ball turret gunner,
then Sgt. Miller, and Nick Nicholson, top
turret gunner. The first row from left to right
is Lt. Smith, Lt. Regan, the pilot Thornton,
and the co-pilot, Lt. Bowman.
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Mr. Schatz’s various identification cards Stateside
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2nd page of Stateside ID Cards
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Top 3 pictures were taken shortly after arriving in England.
The bottom one was taken in Edinburgh.
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Mr. Schatz third from right
while on “R. and R.”
in Edinburgh.




Sgt. Schatz’s Processing Sheet for New Arrivals at 12th Replacement Depot.
Note the lectures received.
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Over Schweinfurt, the bombers found

a smokescreen la Nazi defenscs, hut

made long bombing runs 1o drop caplo- !

sives and incendiarics with _wh Rrer
| repoits i

snnﬁwn "gavered ihe bon 1o
and from ihe 1arget came Capt.
Raber L. Lecates, of nih. Dl
pilot, who had laken part in the 1wo
previous USAAF attacks on the Nazi
hall-bearing center. E |
As the third baule of Schweinfuri !
began. German radio was quickly on Lhc‘
air with reports indicating the operation
mizht be one of the most bitlerly fought

L af the war, Berlin radio siations spoke

of "hundreds of inlerceplors™ going up 1o
+meet “bomber farmations fram north and
somh.” and a Jittle while later made a
rarcathetical announcement that *final
claims™ of last Tuesday's (wo-way atlack |
had scached 124 USS. aircrafl destroyed.
(The official U.S. announcement on Tues- i
+ day’s operations said 61 bombers and 13 1) K
fighlers were lost by the Eighth, Ninth

and I5th Air Forces.)
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“Mission #9 and #10”

Mr. Schatz’s comments on #10 appear below with the
Stars and Stripes clipping on #9
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Oak Leaf Cluster Citation

. GRDERS)
. 1? ; 271)

Umer the provisicns of hroy Regulations 60045, 22 Ssptember 194;3 3
to aut‘xomt.y ccnteined i.. Pestrictud TT Meesage No 2139, Hq USSAFE,
¥ 1964, Lo QX LBiT CLUSTER is awarded to the following nemed Ep)fstad Man
ition to the Alr Led:.l previously awarded.

cyg:_igx_u For oxcsptionally msritorious achisvanent, waile participating
in five seperate bomber combat missions over enemy ocoupied Continental Euxr—
vpes  The couragu, ccolness and skill displayed by thisEplimted Map upon
these ocecasions rcflect great eredit upon himself and the Armed Forcea of the
Unibed States. '

# *

L d. SCHATZ, 36040886, S/Sgt, L48th Bombardment Group (H),
Army~kir- Forces Lnitﬁd States Army. Home address: 190!.@&.@;:11111
Ave., Chicago, 111. (1st Oak Leaf Cluster)

* #* #*

By command of Lieutenznt Gener-l DOOLITTLE:

JOHN A. SLMPORD,
s Brigadier Gensrad, USA,
Chief of staff.
OFFICIAL¢

/s/ Eaward E. Toro,
EDYARD E. TORO,
Colon.l, AGD,

Ldjutant General,

A THUE EXIRACT COPY:

DANITEL M. STMMOLS,
Mrjar,. Air Corps,
. k3 jutents
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- JRETT, i (Continued from page 1)

ber of ,L /[j_) /',/Vp announcement of losses or claims, it

wan fy L B wATH ‘ Y secmed ety from aclleiheeions .

G b puso PAE AV e e

P / = 5 //?r LPAVE Nor wag there any announcement of

the figh s had.experienced one of their

9 M TE e ific (argets other than Friedrichshafen,

spep ASHTERESC AL e
ﬂ ,;;/fﬁ big fires could be seen burning across the

Y a0 3 Swiss-German border a Oeberlinger.

4 ~ Meersburg, Markdorf and Amzell, all
o 1T 2 ﬁ)r"/q”k within & 20-mile radius of Friedrichs-

'Iclitsg{ | chat 5t least

s'ﬁeillm"i‘ lhelq')lu‘ n.'!g"
r siath operation in the last eight days.
; O o 4
Ty SRR, P
llgnwl-;g:n fighters Jeft it late Sunday
evening.

waflle as it sought scrve some of (he
batiered l‘_xlo% ich, it was 1evealed
Sunday, even wrc unable to replace
current losses,

One Foriress division came back from
]-'riedkrh.l:shlfan lnn“v;gon m|:| a single
atacl en lers, alihough a
few irerr’ !lﬂltl';g in iﬁera'm-nu‘. but w
veleran B17 division ran into one of the
1ou, baltles of its_career, with the
Na. hurling rocket-firimg _intercepiors
and single- and (win-cogined planes iato
headlong Right a1 +he bombers.

Liberaors flew back w##u afier what

ek W

one crewman called “a ssion,

and reporied attacks by only three

fighters

While here was no immediale
(Continued on page 4)
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Germa
e system, whict
is essenlial for invasion defense. For
the first time in a week, however, the
night had given the Nazis a comparutive
respite, RAF heavy forces were grounded,
and only Mosquiloes, hi Col
and the mine layers were ou
More Aflacks From South
While Eighth and Ninth Air Force
units, with the RAF, were ng [rom
France to cenlral Germany, Nazi radio
m

broadeasts told of more Allied b
.| attacks from the south and describec
heavy air battles over norihern ltaly,
where aircmft factories and railway
junctions near Turin and Ferrara had
Leén hit the preceding day. -
The Nazi propaganda machine, how-
ever, was caught fat-fooled jn ils radio
accounts of the daylight raid yesterday
to Brunswick. After the usual descrip-
tion of “unfavorable weather,” the radio
| said that Nazi interceplors had engaged
the US. bombers in “‘bitter baitles.”

Fortress and Liberator crews. carrying
out one of (heir earliest missions, were
back al base in time to hear some ol the
Nazi broadcasis about the “bitter fight~
ing,” which jibed oddly with reporis liom
all but one formalion that not a single
cnemy lplxme had been sighied from the
coasl of England 10 the heart of Germany
‘| and back again.
| _-S/Sgt. Robert D. Smith, BI7 gunner
| from_Flint, Mich., summed it up: “All
the Eighth Air Force seemed (o be out
there, bul there wasn't one Jerry.”

Crews reported solid cloud formations
throughout the trip, and bombing was un-
observed.

Report Other Targels
- The Germans said that Osnabruck, an
: industrial town some 75 miles west of
i Brunswick, also was bombed, bui there
Iwas no official USSTAF confirmations.
Allied planes also were reporicd by
the Germans over Brandenburg, Schles-
wig-Halstein and northrwest Germany.
Specific targets in the Brunswick area
were not announced, but Brunswick, in
addition to being a railway center on
one of the main lines from Belgium,
(Continined on page 4)
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castward
mere than 1000 Am ghle

caf
cmf!—grcalst fighter force evér sent |
miskion—ewo

aft
he Con-

Adu yester evening German
di; n'g-m dﬁ;’& “seyeral | enemy
over wes Gﬁ'mlm

ﬂlnml A M by nmdui:i:
joined in hz'bndnytm :

ults by nmckms
mill]lg;y objectives in noxthemn F

loss.
mugb in
lptls o dlﬂll':ﬁ':ﬂe nr:gomht. :ha F?;;
and
tbl M lrumi inal :ru!
near

thu Svrin bordur. md over six of the

makn nirfields just behind the
first-line ¢
Oﬂunl-

1 defenses: Caen, Avord,

Bourges, Chatesu d'Un
'Ellmpes-'Munduir. all within a 120
arc south and southwest of Paris,
Eighth and Ninth Air

y phne!

with bombers,
and when i it became abvious the Luftwaffe
mld not fight went down to earth and
strafed locomotives, military s. air-
field hangars and gun em
Only one bomber group mpomd inter-
a?lhn attempts, and these were beaten
by the escorts, who reported that
everywhere the German fighters fled from
(Continued on page 4) l



Mission #25

Missionw H 25

TTay 2%, /74

ORLY, nanlE, ;
THEs was H +005Y TR TR

. VTSECF whAS QuITE uNEVENT FL4 ) L (/ \fn/i/u;-
| PROP aNY OMBS, SIMETHNe W ENT

AP
Wit THE CFAD SHIP ON BOMB KUY S0
pEPVTY D18 NVoT MAVE A
- TIME /v AIR B HO

£ ovEA

EANOUC )
RS AP 20 MM

o

¢ 4
fires, 10 the shuttle against the tn-
spec p'ﬂol;e’n;g F '{mims in northern
me"&:g;?f; C‘;:'i‘-‘":frﬁﬂllom fiem escort to (resh 3; ups and went down
swlcﬂcizslh Air Force Thunderboll dive- through the clouds 10 sirafe locomotives,
sombers also hit the military objectives barges, military camps and radio stations
withoul loss, and RAF Typhoons and | all the way home. One Eighth AAF
. i Mustang pifot, 1/ Lt. William T. Whisner,
of Shreveport, La.. came back to base
‘with a score of tea locomotives blown

a
home, long-ra ghters: handed . the

Spitfires pelied railways ar_\d irains.

ground. :
Meanwhile. in the west, olther heavy
bombers and their fighters had struck to
Paris, pushed thro the flak and con-
tinued the hammering of Lufiwafle air-
ficlds in the defense cordon around
‘France's biggest cily. The bomber and
reconmaissance base at Orly and other
(Continued on page 4)
e




Mission 26, Mulhouse France

N/ss/am Zé '
W vs tovs4, FIANCE.

.ﬁpayrwa 210 Acoo0 143 OF B

YARPs A4 ovER THE counTR Y 51/4..6 //&zfgézmr

RERE 6000 FICHTEN s0PPOAT. SAW T J‘//v
TIME IN AR FHRS AND  TOLUN;

7 TAE PANS 753 eI N o
Y 4 et FLAKR GoT

TOFA Y,

F [FOAMSING. DL ¢

~ v 1
t « this month for the
mm > B o 1‘

Nicatwhile, * medium (M;ﬁpdeq-'gpﬂ I
light Havocs contributed to ithe trans-
tion bom

First xgms told of at
| motives up, and
gxhb caught a o

lasted it to & stop and |

eastern Puno_ﬁfgﬂd 4t Brussels and

in Belgium. The Nazi atfeids at Nancy-
hit, by manmﬂ{‘»'{a;wgm
were ~ carried out on airfields near
Brussels and Antwerp. A
_ The north-south squeeze was the second
in a rfow for the heavies of the Eighth
and 15th Air Forces, and brought to 20

(Continued on page 4)




issions.

Newspaper item on squadron having completed
25m

French Bank Note



Oak Leaf Cluster Citation 10 May 1944

f BESIRICIED
o for rivs rissions . HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FOR(E. '
g Office of the Commanding General - [ 4/
KPO i - .,
0
. 10 May 1oLhk,
GENERAL ORDERS) .
)y = EZTIRACT
NGREEER" 350 )

Undar the proviséions of Army Rogulations 600-45, 22 September 1943, and
pursuant to autherity contained in Resbrictuid TT Message No 2139, Ha USS.’:‘B 11
Jenuary 1944, An OAK LEAF CLLSTER is awarded to tie following nased Enl;s_f@ﬁ Man
in aﬂalit*nn to the Alr Madal previously awarded.

bion: For excentionz2lly meritorious achievement, while par*blcipat:m[
¥ Suparate borber combet nise’ons over enemy occup:.ed Comtinental Eur-
ope, #hs courags, coolnsrs and skill displeyed by this_Epljsted Mam upon
these oceasions reflect great credit upon himself end the Armed Forces of the
Unied States.

* #* ' +*
& ;! SCHATZ, 36040886, S/Sgt, L48th Bombardment Group (H).
dress: Chicago, I11inois.
T : # %

By commond of Lieutenant Generel DCULITTLE:

JOHN A. CZ.NFORD,
Brigadier Gencral, USA,
Chief of Staff.
OFFICIAL:

/s/ EBdward E. Toro,
EDYARD E. TORO,
Colomsl, AGD,
Adjutmt Genexral,

& TRUE EXTRACT CCPY:

DMVIEL M. SIMMONS,
Yajor, Air Corps,
Ldjutant s



Mission #27

ey 211794 np——— o
JIERE, CERIMNY e )
Missron ‘ﬂ—zz s whHIcH WAS

ey Mﬁﬂ;{;};:ﬂéﬁlﬁ’z VERY GooR JO&
NEAR STRBS .

TRHAS,
Ll idain g ’g“/!/v I CORATE FeAAf i

7 2 ﬂ =y Ve 5]
o e ';;']ZL:U/V/V- carpiEe 12720
AT CHEA .

‘ ﬂdmﬂﬂ FIERCHVG
7R

T HOORS HNE P OTBA

Within B

U.S. troops have shot the Pacific
land-based-bomber range of the Pl
of the Schouten Islands in Geelvin
Guinea.

The move placed the Allies less
of the Philippines. And, *for strate

Japs in China
In New Drive

da —
Chungking Reveals Thrust
0 F::%{aﬂ Line; Chinese
Gain Near Burma

A new Japanese drive in China wa
announced from Chungking yesterday
| It apparently was aimed at the Chinese
held siretches of the main north-soutl
railroad belween Hankow and Canton
the series of railway bridges n on_l_l':lee southern coast. e .

ntinued on 2 J ly cleared y
{co o puee ) Chinese from their last remaining hold i
on the stretch of the railroad from Peip
ing, on the Manchurian border, down tc J
e arioda Hankow, and wece reported building 1 .
defense belt along it, but the Chinest .
—_— subsequently announced that they hac
Ital Americans Artena  and | pierced the line again, and the situation

¥ "drive for Valmontone, 1ast | now is obscure.

block on Highway 6 to Rome; German If the Japanese could take the enlire
use of road cut by artillery ; other Fifth | line from Peiping down to Canton and
Army troops drive for Rome near coast ; | repair it they could rush troops and sup-
Eighth Army takes s plies freely to almost any point in occu-
Air W Biggest day and night air gned China. The new drive was started

w Ar—,,;acks of the war sec|by four columns of Japanese troops
bombs hurled onto Western Europe at | which pushed southward from their base
the rate ol five tons a minute; 1,000 |at Yochow, 120 miles southwest of
American heavy bombers, escorted by | Hankow. -
record force of more than 1,200 fighters,| The Chinese in tum launched counter-
hit targets in Germany as olher huge attacks in the Loyang sector of the
forces ©of medium and light bon‘l‘:‘ul central Honan front over the weekend
smash at Atlantic Wall: great Blawe [and annoesocs

Ry T



Mission #28

Tuesday, Moy 30,14

th Blows Hit Poland, Reich

T issien £ 26 Assault on Germany
7 /__ij ”"Gi Z,::: Doesn’t Reduce Blitz
; | AgainstAtlanticWall

; OVvR TaRseT FIR TODAY WAS AN s
AY ) & . . .
FIELD, AND \wE pip 4 VERY Goov vors of Aircraft Plants Deep in Europe Blasted .
BUMBING.  HAP KIGHT To MEDIIM FLAke op RouTE From Britain as Italy-Based Heavies
v » g i
ourfhw OVER THE TARCET, pao wine N Rovrs Swarm Over the Vienna Area
) ALs ; Nearly 4000 Ameri l yesterd i i i
) o AP Mo Freu TER ATTMACHES ON ooTE Gack mo:lhauing air offensive l::g }:“ur corners Qtulllx!tjl‘:‘:h éﬂﬂm‘;ﬂ
,Af_s 50 ﬂr & 4 mmps;ll:g:uax‘:n:txo:Fr;m to Poland and Denmark to Vienna scream-
. ir ’
44 5”’, Aeso Feliw 2 pER PENMARK, th%g::. nér:fu n:':;r E‘&ﬁ"ﬂ'&ig F(;n:]sslcjs and Liberalors, escorted for
3 A ¢ .5
0/\/ ROUTE FHCK KEN iAaw A FIcdTFEAR DITCtt IV miles |on:im:rman{¢ﬂ°;lan;arﬁ nmfbfﬂuﬁiﬂ"m ?f,ﬁm
were by-p_asging Berlin to strike at aircraft centers 100 or so miles southeast
NORTH SEA, TURNED BAK AND CIRCLER 1RO ONP | Alineame the,baven 00 1t 765 s s Lieton,covrd by
l P Pl e Bl Reich |t i THAGE tooss. 3 Rand ke
| lane ants in roland, ielc (*”‘7 ATt AL SEA [E5Ece N apuiacining Sconper
5 g v 7 il a its sevenlh major at ol
‘Blasted l‘n‘North'SOUth 'Blotus,ifoak OVER WE THAN y:§§7ﬁ the Reich was being squecaed
Loy IURNEL LRk FIR HorrE ‘rt:inun Ak P 'bo'-'n”bn';"u':'r sent 035

U iConnned dramt paze 1) bservatiol h £ the ! et
AR 22 1) i | e s s he bomba 'y reking Dyt o5 Gariesa Fummste
u.m..,..;’ a objectives “mw‘ﬂm woken, MV K p1o mor FLY wiTH Gl mnson and cossial delenses
> 'v ! "‘ao‘u . with its ihnou;’hertz in the occupied lands. i

olicz, & of Stettin, in’ Germany. | pattern. ammt‘dnthsuz‘u’ TOPAY FEH. No Rest for Releh Itself

hm ks the. on the , over the Meuse . HoERT FLEW = Li was the sccond day in a row that

e ikl whish el “bdtabers o two Mm‘hﬁm&mﬂmm Y ! medium Marauders and Jight Havocs,
’mh" Yod two. Ieciories at Wiener | %2 ?mﬁ msiog. ICRS' PLACE ANE Mgk together with swarms of fighter dive-
Neamtadr, 7 s souihaes of Vieans, | L4 ind Alled fooss In sS40 S Wt 308 et gl gl
e oo ,”’m%m o | ot ot Michels and ‘Bostons Misseor, Tire | besvies a8 shf xcont were woking

(Posen ‘and ey nnﬂmg]wd;hm”dmd v AIR e Wlhh at long-fem,
of exch dhn.‘nm s e ity Easuptions e it < EleHT Hours, of s WA i o
S PSR e T S o

nal , allacked a power
ﬂn\hﬂlmhlywws‘e?o " station there, i i gmmm&’m
'Wm‘“ focated t e Polih towns. o hd e sienr praiade. migh
FW assembly shops a1 Tutow and Colt actually be welcome in that it would

W ?ampﬁu A sst'nl‘l': oo M‘MM'{' death blows sl the

umnmmogamm Amn&!rdmw‘squw
mm‘nﬁ and m{m‘nn for punch ?J‘ RAF forces at &.ﬂgm'
© 8w g scross Germany (he boraber mw;:dunmuamdwww

:Mmh::ruﬂm interceptor of Luds in Germany. When

Tostives firt north and then south, and those 1arges had_been hl dhe RAF
‘the radio warnings covered vi all . retrned 10 the military objecti

per a3 well a5 Ausiris, strongly-held  French i:”‘umou(ho
Mndmdvma. Long , and again the Straits of

the main forces had gone bome rocked almost (o dawn with the (hunder

the mﬂqﬂllm warning of small blockbusters scross the water,

eloments over the Rekh. | One alreraft was reporied Jost. rom all

i ble attack began to build

sprend oWl the Lufiwalle, o> nes ot | b 10 R et O B R an e

o s bonber fieet, and there were ahed the oecopled R

Sl battles seross most of the Reich. preypm o i o b

Some crippled bombers on the more amd armared. at Konigsborn
| portherly attack routes managed Lo reach and to the oil plants at Laizken

Sweden, where eight crows were reporied dorf, Merset ¥ A %

nterned carly last night. 43 well ay MWT 7?02

ACLOTHS
A Present for the Litle Woman ;h“‘-mw across the Reich. Sunday's

I As usual, some fghter and some P ol tthb: 'V!-hmberam

| Gahter groups met only flak opposition, attacks—34 bo,:b:f;u:nd 13 fi

(bt cns BI1 g;vnslngs reported :r‘\'um 93 enemy aircralt claimed. i

(N o Achlung System in Chaos
; Ym:'r. as ﬂ?‘momn nm
o R
sy memm
Posen reising, in western Polund
(Continued on page 4)




Mission #29

‘ ﬁ\ISSIDA/ #29 .
ks ‘@.'ls Wﬁ?ﬂww

e Y LV AVD NICK plo NoT &
FLY ToPAY $6wE covtp CATCH ’ '

VP, LT, SHOc/v FLY AS FPreoT Anp

Ken was ENG  [TAD RFECA/L AFTER ’3‘&:

s
muwmpom.ug ENTER N o FRANCE, Spw NO f/./m OR FIiHTERS

the Coun

250 to 500 Britain-based Fortresses

and leemors ;utenhy, while the Ger Sen TY CREP/ 7
Ploesti _ oilfields in Rumania

mans rst-line anu-mvau
in norlhém Frnnce mt dh; munwhlle,

'I'hc o
Air Force ‘mundevhlb.- i
Mustangs found vuy few my
iﬁ‘ultk ccordi and nw ing
a ng 10 return 5
said i cloud sjtated the
use a’l'gl'a the m@“ gh-

d methods fll@q.

From lialy Libs and Forts, escorted
by P38s and S‘S on at Jeast |
one major re(‘ner at Plocsli, and CTEWS
reporied large columns of smoke visible
for miles. obscuring the target and pre-
venting observation of other results.
Iniense ack-ack and some enemy fighters
were encountered.

Ploesti. 30 miles north of Bucharest,
capital of Rumania, was bombed four
times in April and Lwice previously in
May,

Seine Bridges Hit Again

Cominuinﬁ their attacks on Seine River
bridges for the sixth successive day, Mar-
auders of the Ninth Air Force struck at
three important highway bridges between
Paris and Rouen at mid-day. One failed
Lo return.

Escorted by Thunderbolts, the Marau-
ders  attacked an lo-tout, six-span
bril at Courcelles:
northwest of Pam a $~toot gwcr

bridge al Oucn a
TR g ighiw bridsa ‘?‘r hali

e Rouen. highway was left
under water by “&lm formations of
Maruders to at

During the night RAF bombers struck
military objectives on Lhe French coast
and Mosquiloes hit targets in Leverkusen
and laid nnnﬂ None was lost.

Heavy damage inflicted on nir-
cor:cn fncltegcnes_lg':zl‘idnl o t, Dmh u an

hersleben ay, photographs twken
during and after the attacks showed.

At the Halberstadt Ju88 and Jul88
components factories, three workshops
were destroved, two half dcstmyed, and
several other buildings badly damaged.
All larze hanmn at the airfield were
seriously dama;

At Oschersleben two heavy concentra-

tContinued on page 4)




Mission #30 and a celebration

ST ,ts{ Nissronw # 3¢
N S 2 1944
: EﬁAuvaue, FA’AA/cﬁ

TARGET was ropoT fors
WSTALATIONS, UROPFEFP BoMis on

2 (G M7 56 P10 NoT SEE RESOLTS.
'OUR WHWLE Fivisker TOPAY, THE

GRoVE SHoT OF FOUR BOXES ¢
" PLARES OVER THE FIELP, FUZ ZEP
PHE FIELD Twick, AP THEN (ko

Keavey wap eve 1£Le <75 Viala
)/v AN WAS 5§ HOURS M F0 M

cvening attack by Ninh A Fo
lf_»lmudmon military targets in nonlm-n
rine.
Meanwhile, USSTAF headquarters an-
nounced that American heavy bombers
had rained_more than 63.000 tons of
bombs on German Europe in May.
In May, the USSTAF spread its 63,000
tons of bombs from baitered Pas de
Calais to the Balkans. Operating from

{Comtinued on page 4)

Fonc i |
WAS SNTERKAGAIED ANP IHEN WE ™™
SIARTED IV TO CET AS PRUNK A5 A RooT dwe,
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Distinguished Flying Cross

HEADQUARTERS 2d BOMBARDMENT DIVISION
Office of the Commanding Genersl

APO 558
GENERAL ORDERS ) 6 June 1944,
NUMBER 89 3
EXIRACT
* 3* *

AWARDS OF DISTIN{}UISHED FLYING CROSSl.l.ll-..'.ICl‘l..‘..l....‘.l..‘l.lc-ﬂosmTION I

¥* 3 #*

I. Under ths provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, 22' September 1943; as a-
mended, and pursuant to authority containred in Paragraph 2 b, Section I, Circular 55,
Hq ETOUSA; 27 May 1944 and Letter, Headquarters Eighth Air Fowee. 1 Juus 1944, File
No. 200.5, Svbjech: “Awards and Decorations", the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS is a-
warced to the following named Enlisted Man, for extraocrdinary achievement; as set
forth in citation,

Citabions SOL J, SCHATZ, 36040886, Staff Sergeant i
L448th Bomhardment Grouwp (H), Army Air Forces, United Sicics ivmy, Mor exvrac:Ginacy
achievemsnt, while serving as _Gunner of 2 B-Z4 airplane on many

bomteardisent missions over enemy occupied Continental Furep=. ITisplaying great couir-
age aud sxili, _ Sergeant Schatz 5 Xaigahlug tYoom hic gun nesiticn, has awarded
off many enemy &hiacks and has materially aided in the suscessf

sfal compietion of each
of these missions. The courage, coolness and excepbional skilil displaysi bty Sergeant
Schatz on all these occasions reflect the hignest credit upcn himeelf and
the irmed Forces of the United States. Home address: 611 Patterson Street, Chicago,
I1linois,

* _ * *
By command of Brigadier General HODGES:

CHARLES B. WESTOVER
OFFICIAL: Colonel, 630
Chief of Staff
/s/ George L. Paul
GECRCE L. PAUL
Major AGT
Adjutant General

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

DANIEL M. SIMMONS,
Major, Air Corps.

RESTRICTED

=



Distinguished Flying Cross and “Snorter”

Recervive 1HE DFC.

SICNING A SHORT SNORTER.

Practice of signing bills of countries flown over by air corps.
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In case they were shot down

If you will notice the pictures of the men

on the following pages, they are dressed in
civilian clothes, the reason for that is that

in case they wre shot down over France and wége
able to bail out and were picked up by the French
under ground, Since they did not have photographic
equipement to take pictures of the boys, so we
carried these pictures so that they could put

them on false indetification papers. Then they were
walked down through France across the Pierinees
into Spain, then to England, interigated, then

shipped back to the states



Two photos of Mr. Schatz

Jry R, Deripsey

Joares R Yoows
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“Boys That Finished Their Missions”

s e GraNG g/,:gw OFPHEL FOWEL STANEE Y g,i

: /’c;/friu;éf C;';f\;;jé CREwW 33 CRZABZ;”W”‘ Y
' i 713 S¢ Ew 4l

/ / FAY 197 1744 JIAY 22,194 “

EOwary Lirs . ‘
CREw COERT  SALF - \ :
71 ?Q CREW 2. J Oﬂ SEFH _/rAsnc‘/nA' e,

Ay 2¢, 1744 7/27% S @ CREW 27 DERN STEIV |

/ MAY 3028 /797 7/ 59 CREW /3
‘ MNAY 30,1744

7127 S¢
MAY 34,1999

DEN 214 Stympe
ChEW 34

a radio-operator
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Mobile Base Defense Unit, comprised of flyers who had completed their re-
quired 30 missions and were now given the responsibility of defending the
base from attacking German paratroopers. Mr. Schatz said that they had no
training for that king of fighting.

(6™ -4 2-2-448) (14-I-4y H{<omBAT CREWS) -

ﬁroNT o w X FrionT [fow 1
SELF Jm Your i :
JACK HESS EpwARP
CARMINE VALKTING poner FovEv
' 0500 THomas HBRETT
Wi NICH ! ol
[gn oW RBACH FLIERT s
Fave FREEZE i bw@jggg;yp Row”
SEcowp Row CEOREE JEPIN
VACK Wﬁ‘-’fsl_}ﬂr JSEPH KasevAe/
Lo o)k v ReseaT Fom’s
JACK CALLISON WL LA ?;555?
STANLEY ZABROWSIXI VL Quist ”
ALBEAT Ko #i HAROLD g;,;:/ﬁt/f
WALTE JOANSON THIRE [tews ‘
ARTHER JvFPvY DeN 2l STUMBO ‘
RosseL TowsLEY WrLLIAM GC-RvTNVEY |
T#IRD Kov HoBERT SALES
D& Jirow © JRY PEMFPSEY
RickpRo Coriins JEROME HASS:

Ror Logcepive

CEorce FARKER

WARREN JorvsoN

GEORcE  rpASEN LT oAnTZ

Ray wATEefS OFFICER IN CHARGE, }

Moaie Brse DEFmnse UniT [MoE v £ oF it |

‘ vl
FORMER Comsar Crew IMEMBERS, WAS f;';;;i” q
WHEN WE LEFT ForR THE STATES e /1277
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“Returning To America after 30 Missions”

T s
8a 3 sch;w,,hf &Pt i

. Windy C

%:gm’swm to help “Keep

P T — by
r neighbor, Sol Schatz, 22, of .

1248 Spaulding av.

thng'wnmlvﬂﬁ'm"““ '

stationed at Camp Shelby, Miss. -

Sgt. 8. J. Schatz,

—





